4 ts _— — 


THE 


Great Goſpel-Grace of Faith, 


5TH 


Nature Opened, Illuftrated, and Argued from 


Scripture, 
PRINCIPALLY: 


As ſooften affirmed in th!» Word of God, to 
be Faith, by -which we are Juſtified, 


Being the Subſtance of ſeveral 


DISCOURSES 


On Fobn 17. 7, s. 


Th Bevaciy 


- 
- 

— 
he 


| 


ms. 


By a Servant of the Lord Jcſus Chriſt, pretending to no Name, but of | 
one defirous 3 Truth may be received on its own Evidence with Love, 


——_ —__Y 


—_———_ _——— 


2 Cor. 13. 8. 


For we can do nothing againſt the Truth, tut for \ Y oF! 


_ FF. I CELESES 
ag SC. Þ+ 

LOND O N: 
” _- > 


Printed for CUI, Marſhal, at the Bible in Newgate tree. Thgft X 


—> 


Foy 
—_ 


« 
—— 


— _—— 


| 


es i ER 


_— , 
The Subſtance of ſeveral >. **,. | 


Dz , 


SERMONS 


Upon that great Goſpel-Grace, 


The Gaace of Faith, 


Preciſely, as it is Faith, by which we are Juſtitied, 


CS ——_—C——T————_——_— ——_— 


SEEN 17 % * 

Now they have known, that all things, whatever thou haſt given me 
are of Thee ;, For I have given them the Words thou gaveit me, 
and they have Receiv'd them 5, and have known ſurely, that I came 
out from thee 5 and have Believed, that thou didſt ſend me. 

MI ing Faith ; or rather (as the Scripture ſpeaks) Farth, by which 

we are Juſlified ; and Beleiving to the ſaving of the Soul. 

This may ſeem an improper Text to ſpeak of this Point upon z and 
that rather ſuch Scriptures, wherein the Spirit of God expretly ſpeaks of 
our being Zuffifted by Faith, were to be choſen. 

But beiides, Thar 1 am in a courſe of Diſcourſing on this our Lords 
Mediatory Prayer , and that in this Verſe, Faith ar Believing, is the very 
Word uſed by Chriſt (which gives a juſt Reaſon' ro Treat of Faith) 


we ſhall alſo-by cloſe Attendance to the Text, find our Lord DireQing us 
o che moſt Inward, and Retired Excellencies of Faith 3 and ſuch as muſt 


Y Intention in this Diſcourſe is to ſpeak of Faith, cloſely and 
ſtrictly as it is (as we generally ſpeak) Juſtifying and Savs 


needs relate to it, as we are Juſtfied and Sav'd by it; as we ſhall fee ; and 
which may Reſolve the Doubts, and Still the Controverſies concerning 
Juſtification by ity in ſome Regards, cvcn above, and beyond the plainer 
Places, that handle Juſtification by Faith, which yet, (as we may judge) 
Plainer places fall in,agree with, and confirm the grounds, 1 ſhall go up- 
on, in ſpeaking of Faith, as we are Juſtifzed by it, trom this Context. 

But before I fall upon the particulars of the Text, to ſo great a pur- 
poſe, Ithink it of much concernment to Recolleft ſome of the principal 
Points of this Mediatory Prayer of our Lords, that have been ſpoken to ; 
and which haye very great intereſt in, and Influence upon this Dedrine of 
Faith : And therefore I ſhall thus briefly Repreſent them. 

1. The Mediator, and his Mediation Exalt God or the Divine Being to 
the Higheſt, and in nothing derogate from it, or in the leaſt Aboſe bzs 
Glory ; of whom, through whom, by whom, to whom are all Things, and to whom 
be Giory for ever. This is the Original Foundation, upon which Juſt: ing 
Faith reſts, the Knowledg of the only true God, as the Mediator here Teſti- 
fies, | ; 

2. Therefore the Mediator, as the Eternal ward and Son cannot but be 
the One tru? God ; and diſtinguiſhable from the only True God, only in re- 
gard of the Aſſumption of the Human Nature to himſelf ; for were he not 
the one oaly true God, as the Eternal YYord and Son, All che Derivations from 
him, ihe Acrributions to him, its being Eternal Life to. Know him, even as 
it is fo to know the only trus God were a Diminution,aDerogation from the 


only true God : his Glory would thereby be given to, and taken by Another, . 


and io a Robery of God: And this is the Foundation of Juſtiſying Faith, as 
it is Faith in Chriſt ; a Foundation like to the Firſt, 

3- The D:vine Being, as in the Father , receives the Higheſt Maniſeſtati- 
on of the Hononr and Glory of himſelf, as the Father, by the Mediation of 
the Lord Zeſus Chrift ; as he, of whom are all things, and we of him, and to 
whom areall Things ; in that Zeſus Chrift, the Son of the Father, one with 
him, the Mediator in Human Nature, acknowledges all to him, and from 
him, tho equal to him, and one with him; and as the Spirit proceeds from, 
zs ſent by him, and makes Interceſſion, (ſearching as one with himgan1 knowing 
the deep things of God) according to is Will. By which we are led to the 
Uatathomable Mylitery of the Divine Being, Knowing, Loving, Doing, 
Receiving Honour toand from it ſelf in the Father, Son and Spirit, ac- 
cording to the general importance of the Names of Father, Sou and Spirit : 
And thus is made known to Angels,and Men,which elſe had for cyer lain 
hid in its own Jnapproachable Tight, and Infimty; and thus Juſtifying Faith 
Receives all from the Father by Chriſt through the One Spirit : And this 


ſhews, how great Enemies Uniterians Denying the Father, the Son and the 


Spirit, the One True God, are to the True Goſpel Knowledg, and Glory of the 
Divine Being, while they profeſs, and pretend to great Zeal for it: 


— 


(5) 


4. Feſus Chriſt, to Exemplify this Son like Obedience, as the Eternal Word, 
and to exalt the nem yo the Father above all Underſtanding of Men, or An- 
gels, raking Human Nature to himſelf, would not Inveſt that Nature 
with the Glory, due even to that Nature as becoming United to him in 
One Perſon ;, but took upon him the Form of a Servant, Dyed, was made a Curſe 
in it, became a Sacrifice, an Attonement, Proputiation; and ſo finiſhed the whole 
work of Redemption on Earth, For he glorified his Father on Earth, and finiſhed 
the work he gave him to do: Now the cloſe and ſtrift Relation Juſtifying 
Faith hath to this, Scripture every where aſſures; calling it Faith in his 
Blood, and Redemption, 

A Telus Chriſt knew. Ic was due to Him, and appealed to his Father 
npon it; that he ſhould be juſtified in his Human Nature by Power of 
the Divine ; Riſing again, Aſcending, Sitting down on the Right Hand of the 
Majeſty on High in the Heavens, or Glory Agreeable to that, ſo far, as the 
Human Nature could recciye it, He had, as the Ecernal Word, with the 
Father, before the world began, for ſo he prays, Now, Ob Father, glurifte me 
with thy ſelf, with the Glory T had with Thee before the V/Vorld began. And thus 
the Father did glorifie him, and he is glorified now far above All Heavens. And 
thus Faith, as it Reſts on Chriſts Dying for our Sins, ſo Rijing again for our 
Juſtification « And as the Higheſt Glory of Chriſt in his Human Nature, 
and for the Glory of Bcelieyers in him by chis Juſtiſying Faich ; He ſhall 4p- 
pear with Them in glory, without Sin (upon Himſelf by way of Imputation; or 
on his Saints) unto Salvation. For their Sins ſhall be known fully to be 
blotted cut, when the Times of Refreſhing ſhall come from the Preſence of the 
Lord, 

G6. Thete is a number, on whom the Father hath Fixed his original 
Right by Eternal Love, and Choice ; whom He hath given to Chriſc, 
that he may give Eternal Life unto them, Beginning now in the Knowledg 
of the only True God, and Zejiis Chrit whom he hath ſent ; to whom he ma- 
mfeſt: the Fathers Name, fo that Ty keep his VYord;, to whom He gives the 
Frerds the Father gave to kim and they receive them, and know ſurely, that 
Chriſt came forth from the Father, and Pelicve, that the Father ſent him , For 
to thelc, in a peculiar Grace, is this Juſtiſying Faith given, 

Now in this very Point of Chriſt being thus come, and feng as a 
Redeemer from the Father, lie the mighty Powers and Efficacies, and 
herein Confiſts, and is found the very Tature, and Eſſence of Juſtifying 
Faich, as is farther to be diſccuricd, 

Ia this Text then, Ther: arc Five Heads cloſely Relating to the Paich 
whereby we arc Juſtihed, 

1. That the ſpecific Ov: of Faith is the Perſon of the Med'atory, and 
his whole Mediacion; as Chrift exprefles by the fo often nfe of the words, 
Me: or Himſelf ; giver. me, I g:1e them the V/ords gwen me z I cans forth from 

the Fathzr, Chrilt is the Aſp5a and Om:ga in the wao!e of his Mediation 
to Faith, 
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2. That in Every Thing, the Perſon, and Mediation of the Mediator 
leads to the Father, as the Alph2 and Omega to the Mediator, and his Me- 
diation; and therefore Chriſt leads Fairch By, and Through Himſelf, ( not 
without himſelf) to the Father ; They have known, T hat All Things given 
by Thee to- Me, are of Thee ; the Y/Yords Thou gaveſt Me ;, They have known, 1 
came forth from Thee ; that thou didſt ſend me : T his ſhews the Divineneſs of 
the Mediator, and his Mediation ; and that none need take greater Care 
for the Glory of the One God in the Perſon of the Father, then is taken by 
the M-diation of the Eternal VYord in Humane Nature. 

3- There is the ſame Divine Original to True Juſtifying, Saving Faith 
in Believers, as there is to the Mediation and Redemption of Chrift, for 
theſe words expreſs a Parallel raken ina due Degree, and in, and chrough 
Chriſt, between the Fathers giving the VVirds to Chriſt, and Chriſt giving them 
to Believers, and their Receiving Them from Him; the ſame kind of Divine 
Communication I fay ſtill in their Degree, and in, and through Chriſt , 
the tame Lite, the ſame Power ; for when Chrift ſays, The words thou haſt 

iven Me, I have given Them, and They have Received Them, There is a 
Parallel necefſarily implyed, like that, Zohn 6, 57- 

As the Living Father hath ſent me, and T live by the Father, ſo He that Eateth 
me ſhall live by me ;, and as Chriſt ſays after in this Prayer, 7 in Them, and 
Thyuu in Me; The Father gave the words to Chnſt, Chriſt Gives Them to Be- 
lievers, and They Receive Them, All in, and by the Divine Poxer of Chri# 
the Mediator, 

4 Jcſus Chriſt hath in this Scripture manifeſtly declared a Plerophory, 
or Full 2ſurance, Inherent in, Proper to, and moſt natively Reſulting 
from Faith, in thoſe words, Knowing ; Knoning and ſurely Knoging ; and 
All this by Believing and Receiving the words Given by Chrigt. 

For ſeeing the higheſt Degree of Intelleftual certainty 1s Sciente, or 
Knonledoe, excclling ſenſible Evidence, which is liable ro miſtake, and 
hath all ics certainty trom intelleQual Confirmation ; Far beyond meer 


Opinion, which is incertain and wandering; it 1s out of doubr, Faith - 


5 hath properly within it ſelf the certainty of Knowledge; as Chriſt ſays, 
They have Traely Known, or have a Science not falſly ſo called , and there- 
fore from hence flows ſuch Aion, as the Apoſtle hath dravin out from 
Fairch,H:b. 11, when he had firſt ſatd, It is Evidence or vwt5 015, Demonſtrati- 
en, the /elf ſubjiſting Argument of Things not ſeen, and Hoped for; ſuch Works 
as the Apoitle 7ames ſtews, Faich by which we are Jultified, hath, 

5. To ſhew now the cloſe Relation, Ail rhefe have to the Faith, by 
which we are Juſtified, we muſt conſider, That our Lord in this Medi- 
atory Prayer Fixes upon this their Belzeving, as that peculiar Repreſenta- 
tion of I} h. m to the Father; upon which his Interceſhon Reſts; for though 
there are ſeveral] other great Branchesflowing trom thele principal Points 
relating to Faith yer they all Center in thar Faith here thus diſplayed 


| 
; 


for theſe Believers, and not for the YYorld 3 He yet after ſays, 7 Pray not fer- 
Theſe alone, but for them, who believe on me through their word , ſo that 
ſuch a Faith in Chriſt is the Point, on which his IatEfceſſion fixes; there- 
fore Juſtification by Him fixes here alſo, even upon Faith, ſuch as here 
is deſcribed; For it is a certain Rule, His Blood, and His Intercefhon are 
always together; for He paſſed into Heaven with his en Blood, there to ap» 
pear to God for us ; He is an Adwcate upon his being a Propitiation, as the 
Apoſtle John ſhews, c. 21, We have an Adwocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt 
the Righteous, who is the Propitiation for the YYorld of the Eleft, For no 
other World can be meant ; in that Chriſt expreſly declares, He is an 
Adwocate for No other World ; I pray not for the YYor'd, therefore not a 
Propitiation for any other World, for he is a Propitiation, and an Adwo- 
cate together. 

Here therefore we have a Foundation to diſcourſe of the Faith, where- 
by we are Juſtified, and peculiarly, as we are Juſtified by it; This I: 
ſingle out then as the Great Point to be Argued, Faith, in that ſtrict Con- 
fideration, as we are Juſtified by it. 

In Subordination, and Preparation to, or Confirmation of what I have to 
ſay upon it, I ſhall bur briefly paſs upon the other Four Points as They 
fall in; and ſertle, eſpecially upon Faith, as T hat by which we are 7uſlte 
fed, and as we ate Juftified by it. 

And in order hereunto, I lay down this Poſition. 

Poſition or Dodtrine. We are ſaid to be Juſlified by Faith, as that Grace, . 
by which.Chriſt giving Himſelf with All His Redemption to the Soul, 
He draws the Soul to Receive Himſelf, and that Everlyſling Righteouſneſs - 
of his, deriv'd from the Father by the Eternal Son, the VYord, into the 
Humane Nature of Chriſt, Taken, and United ro Himſelf, as the 
Eternal VVord, and Son ; a Righteouſneſs moſt Perfct, Inherent in that: 
Humane Nature, by which Chriſt the Mediator, God- Man fulfilled All. 
Righteouſneſs ; Sought always the Vi"ill of the Father, did always the Things . 
pleaſing in his flaht, obey'd the Fathers Commandment , which He knew was 
Etetnal Life ; Yet He Humbled Himſelf, became obedient to Death, even the 
Death of the Croſs, as a Sacrifice and Attonement for the Sin of Man ; an Obe- 
dience higher then all the Obedience of Angels, or Men, ever was, or can : 
be ; a Counter Point of which Holineſs, Chriſt, as our Sandfification, Im- 
prints on the Soul of the Zuſtified Believer, bearing it up in its own lmper-- 
tetions here, by the PerfeRion of Holineſs in Himfelr, till He brings it to - 
the Perfe&tion of Holineſs in a ſeparated State of Spirit ; and into the Luttre 
of the Glory of the Reſurredion of the Dead, having Apprehended it, for 
what it deſires to Appreherid, even that Perf:dion, the Reſurrection of the 
Dead. | 
This; however Jarge Deſcription of Faith, | think moſt neceſſary to - 
give, that I may both ſurprize any Prejudices, and alſo open to a Proſpect 


to what 1am to Diſcourſe. 


_ lathe handling of this great Poſition ; I would firſt lay down this 
Nandard-rule of Diſcourſe upon theſe things, according to Scripture. 


General Rule, Whatever is Appropriated to God and Chriſt, to his 
Spiric, and Grace ; as by a ſurmount in Scripture ; whatever Scripture 
may upon patticuler occaſions, call for from Man, or Attribute to him 
as his Action, can never Diſmount that Grace of God, of Chriſt, and 
his Spirit from its Exalcation; 1o that this ſhould become Attributable.to 
Man, or a Glory duc to him, which is firſt ſo appropriated to the Grace of 
God and Chriſt by bis Spirit. If therefore Scripture hath once ſaid, 7t is 
Gods Righteouſneſs, by which re are Fuſtified 3 and that we receive Abundance of 
Grace, and of the Gift of Righteovſneſs by Jeſus Chriſt, that we arc Juftified 
freely by his Grace, tin uugh th2 Kedempiion, that is in Zeſus Chriſt, whom God 
hath ſer forth to be a Propiczation , through Faith in hzs Blood, and that that 
Faith rs the gift of God, and nct of our ſelves ; whatever Scripture ſpeaks of 
Faith, as im1ruted for, or unto Righteouſneſs ; or of being Juſtifed by Faith, or 
of our being Commanded to Believe; all theſe mult be Expounded by 
the higheſt Expreſſions Named before ; For the Expreſſions of Scripture 
wich Relation to lover things, may be Expounded in a Senſe of Digni- 
ty, ſuitable to, and ſufficient for them , while they are Subordinated to 
the Higher ; but the Paramount Digaity of Higher Things, and the 
Truth of Scripture Expreſſions concerning them, can never be preſcry'd , 
if they are ſubmitted tro lower, and made to depend upun them : So if 
we are ſaid to be Juſtfied by Faith, in Regard of the cloſe Unien Chriſt 
makes of himſelf to the Soul, and of the Soul to Himſelf by Faith; 
NoExpreſſion of Scripture that we are Juſlified by Works, and not by Faith 
exly, can Diſmount Faith from that Dignity ; becauſe ic is Higher than 
Werks by its ſocloſe Relation to Chriſt ; Any Expoſition of ſuch Ex- 
preffions of Scripture concerning Jufificatton by YYorks then mull be Re- 
gulated by the Former ; For Works may Juſtify in ſome Subordinate 
Senſe to Faith, and Scripture be True 3 Even as Faithiin Subordination 
to Chriſt, and his Righteouſnels; bur cannot be true, if we are Juſtified 
by Works in a ſenſe Superior, or Co-ordinate to being Juſtifie.! by Faith ; 
even as it cannot be true, if we are Juſtified by Faith in any other, but a 
Subordinate ſenſe to the Righteouſneſs of God, and of Chriſt, 

And yet how many are Committing continually (if I may uſe ſo plain a 

word) tharſogreat Blunder, as even to Force down the Higher Exprefſi- 
ons of Scripture, beneath the lower,in the [I ruth of the Matter, however 
they may Palliate their {Exprefſions; and ro Hoiſe the Lower aboye 
the Higher, in the place of Reſerving to the Higher their own ſcituati- 
on, and wiſely ſubm'rting,as they ought, the Lower to the Higher, 

And herein indecd is found all the Caule of Error, Miſtake and Angry 
Diſpute, and ſetting Scripture againſt it ſelf ;. not conlidering its Holy, 
and Wiſe O-conomy; that when it hath once ſhewn us what is Highelt 


in ever Thing, whateyer it after ſpeaks, is to be ſo reduc'd, as to keep 
that ſtill higheſt. 

In the mcatrtime, what are Co-ordinate, or of equal Order in Scripture, 
are always to be preſery'd intheir Co-ordination ; as what is Efſential to 
the One God, the Father, the Son, the Spirit, and to the Grace flowing from 
them, is always to be elteemed Equal, reſerying only the Pciority of Or- 
der tothe Father, And ſo Graces and Works flowing from Faith, the 
Pre-Eminence being reſerved ro Faith itſelf, in regard of the cloſe Rela- 
tion, as I have ſaid, between Chriſt and Faith, are Equal. 


And.now I have ſetled this Standard Rule, I will in the next place lay 
as in the Foundation, theſe Principles concerning Julification, 


Princip. x. Seeing the Holineſs, Juſtices Righteouſneſs, Truth, VViſdom of God 
are Supream Attributes, we*may ſay, as the Apoſtle, That God may be Juſt, 
and the JuStifer;, ſothat he may be Holy; YYiſe, True, and the 7uſtifier of 
him that believes in Jeſus > For the Righteous, Holy, Wiſe, True 7e- 
hevah Loves All cheſe his Attributes as himſelf, To agree therefore with 
theſe Attributes in his Juſtifying Sinners that believe. 

* 1, They muſt have a Righteouſneſs, that is indeed a Righteouſneſs, in 
Number, Weight and Meaſure , elſe God Jufifizs withont a Righteouſneſs, 
or a Righteouſneſs not to be Juſtified upon. 

2. 1 his Righteouſneſs muſt be in Undeniable Right, a ſinners own, tho 
not hisown in Original Right. 

3. Seeing it is not his own Originally, but he comes into it by an Afﬀer, 
however indiſputable Right; He muſt have an Inward Frame every way 
ſuitable to it, a Senſe of ir, and Conformity to ir. 

4. He muſt come fairly into all this ſtate, the Incumhrance of Guilt, 
the Sentence of Condemnation, Wrath, Puniſhment, being removed by 
a counteryailing Satisfaion to Juſtice, 


Princip. 2. Secing Man hath loſt his Original Righteouſneſs, and that it 
faild; and that Boaſting is cutoff ; the Righteouſneſs that is molt from God, 
and leaſt of the Creature, that we may Glory only in the Lord, is moſt ac- 


cording to the Truth of Scripture, the Righteouſneſs of our JuSitficatrs 
on ; Jehovah our Righteonſneſs. 


Princip, 3. That ſeeing there is a World, for which Chriſt would 
not Pray, nor Jntercede ; therefore Rightecuſieſs unto this Juſti- 
fication is given only to thoſe, who are Gods, and Chriſts own, 


Princip. 4. Thatſeeing this Rightcouſneſs is of Grace; It 1s there- 
fore given by aa ndefeiſable Titley that can neyer be cut off, 


"— | To 
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To Diſcourſe then of Faith, by which we arc 7uſtified Iccording to 
theſe Principles; I ſhall comprizc the Diſcourſe within theſe ſeycn Aﬀer- 


tions. 


1. That we cannot be Jufified by Faith, as it is any Work or A@ of 
Ours. | 
2. Smoe we can much leſs be 7uſtified by any Graces, or Works floging 
rom Faith, 
f 3. Thatthe Righteouſneſs, and Obedience of Zeſus Chriſt upon his Suffer: 
ings for us, can be our. Alone Righteouſneſs unto Juſiificationz and his Inter- 
ceſfron Alone carry it on to Perfett Abſolution at the Day of Judgment, and his 
Appearance and Kingdom. 


4. That our Right and Title to, and in this Righteouſneſs, can be Alone - 


by Union to Chriſt ; and that the Indefafableneſs of our Right is by the 1n- 
defeiſableneſs of Union, : Ee) 
5. That Faith is not able to begin, nor ts continue this Union, but God, 
Chrift,and the Spirit arc both the Author, Suſtainer,and Finiſher of our Faith, 
6. That Faith is yet abſolutely neceſſary in the Wiſdom and Holineſs 
of God, and our Mediator, and to ſhew whercin this ſtands. | 
7. Thar even as TuRification is ſettled upon Believers in the preſent ſtate 
by the Goſpel, even fo is it made Gloriouſly, and Illuſtcioufly Manifeſt in 


the Laſt Zudement. 


I begin with the Firſt. That we cannot be Zuſtified by Faith, as it is any 
'At, or Work of ours; it is true ; Scripture does continually aſcribe to 
Faith, a particular Excellency that we are juſtified by it ; It continual: 
ſays, We are juitified by Faith. Now, I would not Arrogate to my ſelf 
any thing beyond others, eſpecially Thoſe, whom God has given great 
Light to in thoſe Points; yer it doth very much Appear, we have not 
generally ſo clear Apprehenſtons, as _ be by Scripture Attain'd, how, 
and in what manner we are Fuſtified by Faith; T hat therefore which I 
ſhall cndeayour in a lp cn way, and to draw our Hearts within the 
Power, and Sweetneſs of this Truth, and not to ſtir up any Controver- 
ſie, ſhall be to ſearch out the Mind of Scripture herein. I1 know ſome 
would ſtate the Point thus, becauſe we are not able to keep the firſt Law, 
according to the Covenant of Works; therefore God hath, through the 
Redemption of Chriſt in his Blood, and for his ſake Eftablihed Another 
Law, that is, as they ſay, the Lap of Faith: And this is the Evangelical 
Law, the Goſpel Law. | 

And this is eſtabliſhed upon a ſecond Covenant, the Coyenant of Grace; 
And when a Man is looked upon by God in order to Juſtification: He is 
conſidered by Him, as one that is come up to the Goſpel Law ; and when 
he ſhall be judged at the Laſt Day, The great Queſtion will bez whether 
he hath come up to the Law ofthe Goſpel-Covenant 2 whether he hath 


- wwe 


Believed, or not ? And if it.be Found, he hath come up to it by Faith; 
and by the Holy Fruits, Works, and Attings of Faith ; Then through 
the Redemption _ laid in the Foundation, He is Zuflified, Abſolved, and 
Rewarded with Eternal Life ; evenas he ſhould have been by a perfe& Obe. 
dience to the Firſt Law, according to the Covenant of Works. This (if I 
- miſtake not ) was the Senſe of that Great Rationaliſt, Chillingworth, from 
whom ſome in later Time have taken it, and cſpous'd it; and it ſeems 
to carry a great Face,and Appearance of Plauſibilicy according to Reaſon ; 
But with all due Regard tothe worth of any Perſons,and theirLearning, 
or Rationality, I muſt be bald to ſay, This is far from being the No- 
tion of Scripture; For even Faith it (elf, if we ſpeak of it in this ſenſe, 
hath no worth art all, as I ſhall make out in this following Pofition, 


grounded upon the Principles already laid down. 


Poſition Faich cannot Juſtifie, as it is any Work or AR of ours, or 
eycn as a Grace Inherent in us. 


1. Becauſe it is not a Righteouſneſs, upon which God the Righteous Judge 
of All can pronounce Any Perſon a Juſt Perſon ; The Rightecouſnes upon 
which we are Juſtified, muſt be a Righteouſneſs in Number, YVeight, and 
Meaſure. Now if God Commands, that in his Sanduary there ſhould be 
a 7uf Shekel, and a Juf Ephab ; Juſt Weights and Ballances throughout ; 
It cannot be, that He Himſelf ſhould Weigh by Falſe and Unrightcous 
Ones ; For ſþall not the Zudge of all the YVorld doRight > And in that Great 
Point eſpecially of Juſtification, or Condemnation, ſetling Mens Eternal 
_—_ and Condition ; For as 7uſtification is ſertled here, even ſo lt ſhall be 

or Ever. 

Now Faith on Two Great Reaſons cannot be a Righteouſneſs in Num- 
ber, Weight, and Mcaſure, that God can pronounce the Believer Juſt 
upon. 

1. Becauſe it is not a Righteouſueſs equal to the Righteouſneſs God Created 
Man in, and wherein He was to continue according to the Covenant of 
FVarks: This is moſt evident and undeniable, ſeeing Faith comes in- up- 
on the account of an At, and Covenant of Grace from God ; and that, as 
$cripture Diſcourſes it eſpecially ; de is but one Grace, Faith only, that we 
are 7uſtified by ; or, if we ſuppole all Grace, and Hely Adtion vertually in- 
cluded ; Yet it is acknowledg'd, All amounts but to Sincerity, and not to 
hy. we are Sinners ſtill norwithſtanding ; ſo that though it mighe 
well enough agree, I confeſs, to the Goſpel Notion of Pardon, if C 
rocceded by a meer AZ of Grace ; yer ſeeing the Goſpel proceeds upon the 
rinciple of God being Righteous, and Juſt in bis way of pardoning Grace 
and Mercy ; and that we -_ Redemption in the Blood of Chriſt z even the 
Pardon of Sin, according to the Riches of bis Grace ;, and that God Juſtifies, as 


well as Pardons ; Declares his Righanafahs ſo, as to be Juſt, as well a 
2 the 


We$, 
the Juflifier of him that believes in Feſus ;, there muſt 'be another kind of 
Righteouſneſs, then Faith it ſelf, ox elſe God muſt Zuſtifie by a falſe Weight, 
which cannot be ſuppoſed, as being Blaſphemous, - 

2; Faith is not ſo much, as perfect Faith, in regard of the meaſure, and 
the full perfe&tion of it; for we have always in this State a neceſſity upon 
us to cry out ; 1 helieve, Lord help my unbelief , Lord increaſe our Faith; and 
yet the leaſt degree of Faith, if True, is Juftiſying and Saving ,, ſo that it 
cannot be Faith it ſelf, that is our Righteouſneſs ; w on the other fide, if 
Sod ſhould hold us to the full PerſeCtion of Faith according to the Cove- 
nant of Grace, we were utterly loſt, and undone, even at the beam of the 
Goſpel Law; It is True, God 1s going on daily to fulfil the good Pleaſure of 
his Grace, and the YYork of Faith with Power. But he hath Zuſlified before 
that, as appears in Abraham, who was Juſlifi:d before that Great AR of 
Faith, Ofirin Ijaa:s, which demonſtrates, He hath ſome other Righte+ 
ouſneſs in his Eye, on which he Juſtifies the Believers. 

. If it could (asI have ſaid, it cannot ) be ſuppoſed to be a Righte- 
exſneſs; Yet it is not a Righteouſneſs of that Glorious CharaQter, the Goſpel 
every where declares, and that ſo eſſentially Appertains to the Grace of 
God in the Mediater; For that is every where publiſhed to be the Righte- 
ouſneſs of God, as 2 Cor. 5. ult. Philip. Z. and ſo Chriſt is called our Righ- 
teouſneſs, male ſo of God, 1 Cer. 1. 30. So by bis Obedience ſhall Many be 
made Ri ghteous. And in the Old Teſtament, Jehovah our Righteouſneſs ; In 
Jehovah ſhall all the Seed of Iſrael be Juſtified, and Glory; By the Knowledee 
of him ſhall my Righteous Servant Juſtifie. In Jehovah ſhall One, that is, eve- 
ry One, that is Gods, and Chriſts, ſay, Have I Righteouſneſs and Strength, 
They ſhall not be confounded VVorld without end. 

And this is moſt ſuicable to the Spirit, and the Deſign of the Goſpel, to 
draw up All by Chriſt into God ; even as, God through Chriſt derives 
All out of Himſelf; For ſaith the Apoſtle of Him ; that is ; God the Fa- 
thery are yee 7n Chriſt Zejus; who of God ts made to us YViſdom, Righteouſneſs, 
Sanfifitation, a nd Redemption; That, as it zs written ; He that Glorieth, let 
Him Glory in the Lord ;, So All zs from God in Chriſt ; and by Chriſt returns to 
God For this is the higheſt Righteouſneſs, Holine(s, Puriry, Happineſs, 
Eternal Life, and Bleffedneſs; 7 in Them, and Thou in Me, That they 
may be made perfe&t in One: And thus are the Infinice Counſels of Him, 
who worketh All Things after the Counſel of bis VVill, laid ; That Alt might be 
to the Glory of the Praiſe of his Grace, wherein He hath abounded to us in All 
VPiſdom and Prudence, Epheſ, 1. 11. 

Now in this very Thing, as Hezekiah in a near Caſe ſaid ; Men ſav'd 
by Chriſt, Live ; and herein is the Life of our Sprrit, This is All our Salva« 
tion and Hope ; although our Righteouſneſs be nst ſo with God ; and although 
He make 1t not ſo to grow, as to be our Righteouſneſs to Juſtification 3 
The Righteouſneſs of God ts our Righteouſneſs, of which we make mention, 
and of that only; and boaſt in itall the day long; which Faith hath no» 
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thing to do with, but to receive If jr ſhould preſume to Be our Righteouſ- 
neſs in this Great Caſe, or ſo much- as to Joyn it ſelf with it to make it 
up 3 It would be Thrown, like Lucifer, out of Heaven. 
3. If Jafification poadel on Faith,* as it is an A of ours; It could 
not be ſure to the ſeed : For that A may fail; yea, as a Grace ſeated in 
us, It might be quench'd and extinguiſh'd, even as, Original Righteouſ- 


neſs in the Angels, and Adam, who' left their own firſt Eſtate : The Apoſtle 
- Argues, Therefore it #5 «of Falth, that /t might be by Grace ; which ſtrongly 


aſſures, T hat Faith is not choſen by God, as it is either an AQ of ours, nor 
as a Grace in us; For then there is no more Reaſon, it ſhould be by 
Grace, then Original Righteouſneſs ; but as Faith is wholly Receprive and 
Dependent on Grace, and hath nothing elſe to do in the Point of Juſtifica- 
tion ; And therefore, Ir is not only of Grace, but by Grace, in regard of 
continual ſupport by Grace, Rom. 4. 

4. If ic beſaid, TI hat it might be ſure by Chriſt, undertaking to keep 
it, not to ſuffer it to fail : T his is to be confidered ; That the Doftrine of 
Free Grace for Perſeverance.will not Agree, but wich a Righteouſneſs te 
Gift, a Juſtification of Free Grace; For then both the Death of Chriff by 
way of Merit, and Purchaſe, and the Power of Chriſt, by way of keep- 


ing his Servants in a State of Grace, ſhould center on a Righteouſneſs that 


were Mans own, and not Gods and Chriſts; and whercin Any ſhould 


Glory, although but an imperfe&t Righteouſneſs, and not in the Lord only; 


both of which I have already Argued againſt. 
4- If it be ſaid yer, There can be no Boaſting, but in 'the Lord, Ee- 


cauſe Faith is imperteQ; andthat we ate kept by the Poper of oy through 


Faith unto Salvation; ſo that our Glory is ſtill Onely in the Lord; 1 till fay» 
That Fundamental Point of being Juſtified with, and before God would be 
in our ſelves, and riſing from what is within our ſelyes ; and the 


Matter or Subſtance of it our own, And fo the Glory not throughout tothe - 
Riches of Grace ; For even Works in the higheſt Senſe Scripture cver ſpeaks - 


of Them, would be of Free Gift; ſecing Original Righteouſneſs was given 
freely to Adam ; And in how many Inſtances mult he have yer depended 


upon God, and acknowledged Him, his Power, and Goodntefs ! Bur in | 


that He had ſtill been Juſt ard Righteous before God by ſome thing tub- 


ſiting nor out of Himſelf, but in Himſelf, He had had Glorying in Him--- 


ſelf; And Scripture calls the Reward given to this - Os {o ſubſiſting 


in us, Deb: from God to Man ; and Work fo diftinf from Grace, tha ' 


one of Them, muſt looſe their Nature, it confounded, And why might 


not any other Grace, as Rejentance, Love, Gbedrence, be as well T hole, . 
- by which we are 7uſtified, as Faith ; ſeeing They as much depend on 
Grace, as Faith does ; bur here is the Great Account, | aith is the Gracz :* 
that alone does nothiug, but only receive, and depend on the Rights - 

i in Relation to Zuftification, as is further to be * 


ſhewn, ” #,7453% 7 S, «* a. FS 
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If Faith were that, by which we are Juſtified as an AQ, or Grace with- 
in us; and not by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt given to it ; The Recei- 
ving would be more honourable then the Gift ; bur there is a great deal 
of difference in all our Apprchenſions, berween the value of a Rich Gift, 
and a poor Perſon Taking fuch a Gift; It is not taking the Gift, except 
in a very ſubordinate ſenſe, that makes Rich, but the Gift it ſelf, and tts 
Worth and the Richeſs of itz A Man ( ſuppoſe in a State of Extremity and 
Want )) may have a Pearl of incomparable Price given to him, ſhall the 
taking of the Pearl be lookt upon, as of equal Contribution to making 
that Man Rich, as the Pearl it ſelf? Or ſhall chat OS Eſtimated as 
his Riches, and not the Pearl ? So now, if we arc Zuſtified by faith, as It 
is a Work, or At of ours; or by whatever Name lt is called, as It is 
Ours; or as it is in usz and not by the Righteouſueſs of Chriſt, which It 
Receives; Then the Glory of 2 Righteouſneſs to our Juſtification paſſes 
away from Chrift, and Reſts upon faith, and the Richnelſs leaves the 
Pear], and Dwells and Reſides in the Hand, that Takes it, and in the 
dla Berirobed whercas we well know, If the Gift were ſeparated from 
the Taking, what would che Taking avail us? Would it Zuſtifie ws ? 
Becauſe It is the Taking of an Incomparable Invaluable Righteouſneſs, 
Muſt It therefore become the Righteouſneſs it ſelf? = : 

Therefore though Scripture peaks fo much of faith, as it does; and of 
being Juſtitied by faith; yer let faith lye low before Chriſt; For ic is not 
the Fakin of Chriſt, if it were the moſt perfe&t Att, that it could be, 
bur Chrift Himſelf Taken is our Righteouſneſs : But alas ! It is nota perfet 
Ag, we have Reaſon to Cry out, eyen the beſt of us, 7 Believe, Lord 
belp Thou my Unbelief. Burt it it were  —_ AR, It were nothing at 
All in the Caſe; As you know the moſt PerfeQt, Gratefu], and Delight- 
ful Receiving of a Gift can no way Anſwer, nor ſtand in Account with 
the Gift it ſelf | 
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And therefore; if you ask; where is our Righteouſneſs ? where is our 
Strength? It is evident, it is not in our Receiving, but in Him whom 
we Receive; It is not in our Receiving, but in the abundance of Grace, and 
of. the Gift of Righteouſneſs, which we receive together with Him. |_ 

If we were now, but clear in this greet Truth of the Righteouſneſs J God 
the 7 omar ay of Jeſus Chriſt, being our Righteoulneſ ; of Jehovah 
our Righteouſneſs ; we lhould find it impoſſible, we ſhould be Condemned 
we mult needs Condemn every Tongue, that riſes againſt us in Judgment ; l 
confeſs this Thing is very great, as to the Comfort and Quiet of Con- 
ſcience, and yet hard to belicye ; lr is ready to give Scandal and Offence 
to Fleſh and Blood, co Reaſon unſubdued to Scripture z Some are ready 
to cry out upon it ; Blopbemy: This indeed is not foto be underſtood, as if 
the Ecernal, Eflential, Original Righteouſneſs of God, or the Rightcouſ- 
neſs of Jeſus Chriſt the Mediator in what is Efential co Hiraſelt as Mc- 
diator, were ours; Becauſe as in the Body, the Glory peculiar tothe Head 
is not communicated to the Hand, or Foot ; only the Glory, I hath ſuch 
a Head ; So by our Union to Chriſt, there is a:Communication of the 
Righteonſneſs of God in Chriſt to us, we are made the Righteouſneſs 
of God in him, as bis Members; yet the Righteouſneſs of bim, as our Head, 
is no otherwiſe Communicated, than the Glory, that it is the Righteouſneſs of 
ſo great and excellent an Head ; which does indeed redound on all the Mem- 
bers, and vet reſerve the proper Glory ts the Head : It not only ſets us out 
of the Reach of ANI Condemnation, but Taveis us with unezpreſible Glory and 
Righteouſneſs, to far, as is neceflary, and every way Ample cnough for 
us, as Members, and ſuch Members , and yet Lifts us not up above Mem- 
Hs and Membgs of ſuch a Scituation, and Adfon in the Body of our Lord 

eſus Chri, 

I come now to'the ſecond Aſertion, That if we cannot be juſtified by 
Faith, as a Work, Af of ours, or a Grace in us; we can Lels be Juſtified” 
by the Graces, Holy Aftions, or good Works flowing from Faith. = 


Argum, 1. Becauſe no Effe& can exceed its Cauſe, if therefore Faith can- 
not Juſtify,Graces, and Works flowing from Faith, cannot do it ; For 
they cannot Reccive from Faith a higher Nature, Worth, Yalue or Dignity, - 


than Faith it {elf has, 


Obje&, If it be (aid, Faith is Ennobled by VYorks, the Intrinfick Worth,and 
Digaicy of Faith is Intended, Exalted,and by Yorks it is madePerfeft: As the 
Apoſtle James ſaith in Zam.2.For FYorks are (as he tells us) the very Spirit to 
Faith, for as the Body without the” Spiri: is Dead, fo Faith without YVorks is Dead 
alſo : And as Faith is thus Perfedted, by Works, it juſtifies, as the ſame Apo- 
ſtle Teaches,or is that, by which we are juſtifed and ſaved. For the Apoltle 


having ſaid, Abraham was juſtified by VVorks, immediately Leads to _ ; 
62, 


Io 


oor _, bow Faith wrought with bis VVorks ;and by PYaorks Faith was made 
Perfett. , 


Anſw. When the Apoſtle James ſpeaks of Faith, as Alone and Dead,lt is 
Evident, he does not ſpeak of that Grace, the Apoſtle Paul (peaks of, by 
which we are Jaſtifh:d; True, whole and entire Faith ; bur Faith, as the 
Profciion, or Confeſſhon onlv of the Dofrine of Chriſtianity without 
the Life, Spiritand Power ; 2s he Deſcribes, a running the Rota of a Con- 
feſſron of Faith concerning the Being of a God : As we begin, 1 believe in 
One God; So he compares it tothe Good Words of Charity, without the real 
Atts of Charity : $2 he ſays, it is ast 1e- Body without the Spirit, Dead, and 
he calls him a Vain Empty Man, that does not know this: Now who can 
ſuppoſe the Apoſtle Paul ſhould ſpeak of ſuch a Faich, when he ſays, 
we are Tuſtified by it mitholle the works of the Law ? Chriſt does not commit 
—_ and his Righteouſneſs to fuch a Faith, as the Apoſtle James ſpeaks 
of, Jobn 2. ult. But the Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of whole Faith, Body and 
Spirit alſo, a Living Faith : For no other Faith, but miſſes in Taking Chriſt, 
even as a Dead Mans Hand fer, or guided in Subſcribing a Will, or 
Deed cannot make it Valuable : But even by ſuch a Faith, as is truly a 
Living Faith a Man is not juſtified, but by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
only as given to Faith;and therefore by no Work proceeding from ſuch a 
Faich. | 
2. True Living faithzvrks with all the works Flowing from it (elf to De- 
monſtrate ir ſelf; and fo juſlifyes the Believer in the ſight of his own 
Conſcience ; and in the fight of all Men ; ſo Abraham wasjuſtified by works ; 
when he had before Believed, and it was imputed to bim for Righteouſneſs be- 
fore God ; and thus Scripture was fulfilled, which had ſaid, Abraham beligved 
God, had tcal Truſt and Afurance in God by Chrift: For he Ated 
before All as Oae, that had fo ; Knowa to every Oae ſo, in the Offriv 
Tſaac ; and ſo he was called the friend of God, One Truſting in him, an 
Doing , as One ſo Truſting, whatever God would have him do; and 
theretore One that had that Living Faith, t9 which Chriſt committed him- 
ſeif and his Righteouſneſs : And ſo Rabab Juſtified her ſelf, and her faith 
in Chriſt, and her Union to him, and all bis People, by ſeparating her ſelf 
from her own People, ſending the Spies away in peace : Thus the Apoſtle 
ſays, A man may ſhew to another, evn as to bimſelf his Faith by bis Works ; 
But no one can ſhew his Faith without Works , And any one might ſee A- 
brabams trueFaith working like the Spirit of Faith with theWorks flowing 
from Faich ; Bur (till as by Faith receiving the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
we are Juſtified by that Righteouſneſs only, not by Faith as our Righ- 
teouſneſs; So the Works of Faith, yy the Truth of Faith cannot 
riſe higher than Faith ; They Juſtify a Man to be a Believer, They can- 
not Juſtiſy the Man; for Faith it ſelf cannot do.that ; only the Righ- 
ccoulneſs of Chriſt can do it ; Chriſt Imprints his Righteouſneſs on the 
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Soul by Faith: For it imprints it ſelf on the Soul, and its Ation by Holy 
Works. Bur good Works Juſtify the Belieyer no otherwiſe, then Faith 
uſtifies Chriſt ; Ic Juſtifies him by Knowing, That al! Things the Father 
arh given Him are of the Father ; That he came forth from the Father ; That the 
Father ſent him* It owns, and acknowledges, He is the Mediatsr : It 
| s him, As IViſdoms Children juStifie Wiſdom : So Works Juſtify the 
eliever to be a True Believer , ſeeing Works are the Fruits, and ſhew the 
Power, Faith receives from Chriſt, without whom we can do Nothing 3 But 
as Chriſt Truly, and in proper Senſe Juſtifies the Believers by his own 
Righteouſneſs, So Faith in a Higher Senſe uſtifics Works, then Works 


can Juſtify Faiths For it Juſtifies chem »by Applying the Blood and 
Righteoutneſs of Chriſt co them. 


Anſy, 3. Faith hath a work to be fulflled with Poxer, it hath a Race ſet 
before it to run ; It is to be fixiſhed, as well as to be begun ; as the Apoltle 
having ſct out the Attion of it, by which the Elders obtained ſo great a report, 
Heb. 11. teaches us, c. 12, 1. Stiling Chriſt the Author and Finiſher of Faith 3 
and thus by Works Faith is daily perfefing it ſelf, as the - Apoſile {aith, by 
works faith is mate perfett ; Even as Chriſt ſaid, I mnſt walk to day , and to mur- 
row, and the Third day 7 (ball be Perfeted ; The good Fight is to be fought, and 
the Courſe to be Finiſh, even till the End, or perfettion of Faith, the Salvation of 
the Sonl ; But all this Perfedfing of Faith pertains to the work of Sandtificatt- 
01, and not to Juſtification, 

And thus 1 fave endcavour'd ro Anſwer that great Objection from the 
ſceming Contradi/Fion of the Apoſtle James to the Apoſtle Paul, whom the 
Spirit of God Raiſed up, as it were on purpoſe, ſo to ſpeak, that we might 
calt about every way, and that by ſuch a ſeeming Debaſement of Faith, 
even in the matter of Juſtification, we might find, Faith Juſtifies no more 
then Works in higheſt ſenſe ; But that our whole Righteouſneſs conſiſts in 
the Righteouſneſs of God, and Chrift receiv/'d by faith ; Yer lacknowledg, the 


Principal Delign of the Divine Spirit, is to ſhew the Vanity of a falſe Fairh; 
But the other talls in with it. 


Argum. 2, Tine Works of Faith, or Graces flowing from Chriſt by iz 
can leſs Juſtifie, than Faith z Becauſe they are not ſo near, and ciole to 
Chriſt by way of Dependence, and Reception from him, and Union 
ro him, from whom we receive All, and in whom Al! cur Sprin-s are; of 
whoſe Fulneſs we Receive Grace for Grace, the Grace of Faith fur all other 
Grace, N 

| goon to the Third Afertion ; That the Righteouſnek avd Obedience 
of Chriit wich his Safterings tor us, can be our Alone Rightcoulnels nntg 
Juſtification; and&1s interceſſion can Alone Carry it on unto pericct Ab- 
folution at the Day of Judgment, his Appearance and Kingdom, | 


I © rs | 
For the making out this Aﬀertion, It muſt be Remembred, That God 
is pleaſed to Glorifiz his Holineſs, Wiſdom, Juftice and Truth, while he is 
the Jaſtificr of him that Believes in Jelus, None of theſe Three could 
therefore be Abated. 


1. The Sufferings. 2. The Obedience. 3. The Interceſton of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. | 


1, The Sufferinzs of Chriſt are of Abſolute Neceſſity in Regard of the 
Holineſs, Juſtice, and Truth of God, by which Wrath, Vengeance, and 
Retribative Juſtice were perEmptorily denounced up#n Sin ;' The Firſt 
Adam by that Firſt Sin let in Sin, and Death upon all the World ; Who- 
cver therefore undertook as the Second Adam, the M-d:iator, the Surety, 
the Reconciler, the Redeemer, mult undergoe the Penalty, muſt Dye, 
mult become a Sacrifice, an Attonement, a Propuiation, a Price of Redemption , 
Upon this Account Scripture ſo continuaily ſpeaks of All Theſe, as Ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to make way for Pardon, and Forgiveneſs, and to Bring 
71 everiaſiing Righteouſneſs, the Enſtating the Sinner in the Rightcouſnels of 
God, and Chriſt ; and without which the Embaraſſiags of his Juſtice were 
ſo ſirong, that there was no poſſibility of Admiſſio1, cxner to Pardon, or 
Jatificarion, before that great Satistaftion to Juſtice be given; We are 
therefore ſaid ro Have Redemption in bis Blood, Forgiven:f of Sins, according 
to the Riches of his Grace, Bztore we can be admitted to t'orgivenels of Sing 

, notwithſtanding the Riches of his Grace, There muſt be redemptton in his Blood ; 
Becauſe God will not pardon bat in a way of Juſtice. Epheſ. 1 7, He 
muſt be male fin for us, before we can be made tbe righteouſneſs of God in him. 
2 Cor, 5. ule. Tho Gol juſtifies freely by his grace, It muſe be through the 
redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt, He muſt be a Proputiation trough Faith in his 
Bloed , Elſe God could not pardon Sin; and his Forgiveneſs in the O1d 
Teſtament was through an Aﬀof Clemency and gracious Forbearance, in 
profpe@ of (o great a Satisfation 4 And at the I imz of the Death of 
Ciriir, he declared his righteouſaeſs ; that he might be ju't, and the Zuſlifer of 
kim that believrs in Jeſus Rom. 3. 24 8c. VVe are jaitifid by bis Bleed, 
making way, that we might be juſlified ; For w2 ate reconciled by his Death 
ere wecan, as reconciled, be ſaved by his Life, 

All theſe Scriptures plainly evince according ta the Fourth Branch of 
the Firſt Principle, that a Sinner mu* come fairly into the State of Par- 
d n and Jaſtification ; the Encumbrance of Guilr, the Szntence of Con- 
demnation, Wrath, and Puniſhment bzing removed by a Countervail- 
ing Satisfaction to Jaſtice $ Becaule God 13 juſt in all the I ranſaRtions of 
tne Covenant of Grace. 

Let ir then be eſtimated, what Faith can do in this ggeat Point of Satis- 

; faftion, or removing that vaſt Weight of Sin, Guilt,and Wrath, fo abſo- 
| lately nzcefary to our Juſtification ; that we are therciore ſaid to be juſtifi-d 
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by his Blood ; reconciled by his Death; Saved from Wrath by him ; Saved by his 
Life : But This is indeed ſo Univerſally acknowledged, as neceſſary to lay 
the Foundation of our Juſtification, that we need nor preſs it further in this 
particular on any, but Sectnians, with whom we have not now to do. 

2. The rightrouſneſs of =_ Chriſt is of a glorious Neceſſity to Zuſlifica- 
tion according to All that hath been already Aﬀerced; For Gcd the Holy, 
righteous God will not Jaſtifie, but upon a righteouſneſs in Number, 

cight, and Meaſure; and He, who will gloritie the Riches of his 
Grace in the Juſtification of a Sinner, will not Juſtifie Him, but by a righte- 
ouſneſs (o great, as the righteouſneſs of God; A righteouſneſs lo great, as 
that God in Chrilt is- pleaſed to Ryle Hiniſelf as by a Title of Honour, 
Zehouadh Our wal of 3 , 

And herein indeed is laid up the rich Myſtery of the Goſpel, even in 
this righteouſneſs ; For the Obedience of che Eternal Son of Gcd in humane 
Nature, or becoming the Second Adam, offered up the Higheſt, and moſt 
Exalted Obedience to the Father, as the Eternal Son ; and an Obedience, 
the deepeſt, and loweſt Obedience, as the Son of Man, fulfiling all rigate- 
ouſneſs; And Humbling Himſelf He became obedient to the Death, the Death 
of the Croſs : For thus It became Him , For whom are All Things, and by whom 
are All Things, to make the Captain of our Salvation perfeit throu;h Suffer- 
ings. 

And hereby, as the Second Adam, He hath ſetled an infinite Fund for 
All his Seed; All that Believe in him ; Even as the Firſt Adam, a Fund \. 
of Sin, and D:ath, to all his Seed : The Apoftle therefore, Rom. 5. ma- 
king the Compariſon berween them, ſets *s Obedience of Chriit in Op- 
polition to che Diſobedtence of Adam; the being made righteous by Chriſt to 
the being made Sinners by Adam ; Judgment coming on All to Condemnation to 
the Free Gift coming 0n All in Chriſt to the Juſlification of Life, through the 
Receiving the Abundance of Grace, and of the Gift of righteouſneſs. 

And as by the Diſobedience of Adam, Corruption, and Impurity deriv'd 
from the Guilt and Condemnation of his Sin, into the Nature and Aﬀion 
of all his Poſterity ; So by the Will of God Fulfilled by Chriſt are All 
Thoſe Sanfified who are his Seed; But All who are not his Seed, ſink 
out of the Human Nature; into the Diabolic; For Human Nature is for 
ever preſerved only in the Seed of the Second Adam, in Natures Renewed, 
and Holy Attion ng bom that ſo Divine Obedience,on Them All. Now 
ler All Judge, whether Faich can be in any Senſe, or Degree a rizhteouſ- 
neſs anſwerable, to what I have now from Scripture declarcd. 

. The Interceſhon of Chrilt is in the Hiſdom, Holineſs, and Righte» 
axſdel of God of che fame Neceſſity with his Suflerings, with his Righte- 
ouſneſs and Obedience; Till he bath fer us beyond tiie whole Power of 
Sin and Death ; For fucht-is the State, ard Majefiy, TT he Holineſs,and Juſlice., 
and Greatneſs of God Take to themſelves, that on every Application of 


Eclievers, who are yet under the remainders of Corruption, and Temptation 
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ro daily Falls, as alſo under a Diſcipline of Afidtion, and Judement, as 
it 1s called, 1 Pet. 4, 17. and of Death, He will be Interceeded with by that 
Mediator, who is fo Holy, Harmleſs, Undefiled, ſeparate from Sinners , who 
in regard ot Greatnels, 1s made higher then the mol who entered in- 
to the Sanffuary, ( wherein he now Miniſters ia the Heavens ) with his 
oxn Blood, and by it Appears for Us; He whoſe Blood, and Interceſſion, 
whoſe Interceſſton and Kighteouſneſs are always togetherz We have an 
Advocate, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, who is the Propitiation for our Sins, 


Now what could Faith do in this great Point of Interceſion? How could 
it find its way to God? How could 1t draw near, if there were not that 
New and Living way to bear it up, and enliven it; If there were not a 
High Prieſt over the Houſe of God : All It can do is to draw near in full Aſſu- 
rance, having boldneſs by the Blood of Zeſes, to hang upon this great Me- 
diator, and his Mediation, 

And that, which may give us Comfort in this great Mediation, is ; 
that whereas we are in ſo low a State in All Things now, He is accord- 
ing to that Invitation of the Father, 4s af me, He is continually Asking, 
and [nterczeding 3 Till his Kingdom comes forth in Glory, 


Afſſert. 4. | proceed now to the Fourth Aﬀertion; i hat our Right to, 
and in the Rightcouſneſs of Chrif, can be Alone by Union to Him; and the 
Indefciſabiene(s of the Title is by the Indefeifablenets of tie Union ; ac- 
cording to a Principle before laid down, we cannot be Zuſtified, but by a 
Righteouſneſs. that is made our own ; and to which we have an undoubred 
Right, and Title; Seeing then the Reghteouſneſs, by which we are Ju- 
tified is not our own, bur Chrifs, there is no way His Righteouſneſs can 
become ours, but by onr Union to Him, or that It can continue to be 
ours, but by the coutinuance of the Union : Scripture uſes therefore all 
the Expreffions, that can be uſed roſhew this Union ; and all the Simili- 
tudes to 11luſtrate it ; as Chriſt in ws, we in Him; dwelling in us, and we in 
Him; He isthe Head, we are the Members; He is the Root, we are the 
Branches ; He is the Husband, the Soul is the Spouſe ; He is the Father, we 
the Children ; Fleſh of has Fleſh, Bone of his Bone. 

[f any Man ſhould ſay, Pll lay hold on the Death, and Obedience of 
Chriſt by Faith, and take my Portion of ang from thence; and 
now ] havetaken ir, Ir is out of God, and Chriſt ; and Ic is now in me; 
Ic is bzcome mine ; This would prelently be like a precious Liquor in a 
broken Ciſtern, that lets out what is committed to it: It would dry up, 
It would fail; There is nothing more evident, then that our whole Sal- 
ation does no more ſtir out of God, and Chriſt, then to ſpeak of a Thing 
we know, the Beams of the Suns Light at any Time remove-out of, or 
part from the Sun ; If avy one ſhould ſay, this Room, or Place is full of 
Light, or full of the Beams of the Sun, we'll preſently ſhut up all the 
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Avenues between us, and the Sun, and cut off the Light from ir, and en- 
cloſe ir to our ſelves, it ſhall be our own ; you know how preiently the 
Place would become dark, and no remainder of Light, becauſe the Sun 
1s ſhur our. | | 

So if any one ſhould think to take the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as ſeparate 
from Chriſt, and think it ſhould become his own, ar:4 {> ſhould walk 
in it, it would become the [ight of bis own Fire, and the Sparks of his own 
kindling; Ard This he would bave of Gods Hand to Ie down in Sorrow, Fis 
Soul would iramcdiatcly become dark, and grow darker and Yarker, 
cven to the darknels of Hell. 

It this be not truly the Senſe and Spiric of the Goſpel, I muſt freely 
acknowledge, I am notSin any Capacity to ſpeak of thee T hings, 

And thus it is even to Eternity, 7 in Them, and Theu in Me, that They 
may be made perfect in One ; That the Love wherewith Thou bat Loved Me 
may be in Them, and I in Them. 

he Bencfirs of Chrift are never divided from his Perſon, and given to 
the Sou], but Communicated by Him to All His, whom he keeps in 
Union to, and with Himfelf ; If we Receive abundance of Grace, and of the 
Gift of Righteouſneſs, we do' nor Reign, even by that abundance, but we 
Reizn in Life by one Chriſt Zeſus, The Life I Live in the Fleſh zs by the Faith of 
the Son q God Himſelf, who Loved Me, and gave Himſelf for Me; that I Rom, 
"may be fefind in Him, having the righteouſneſs of God, &c. wiz. by being 17. 
found in Him, He is made of &od t9 us righteouſneſs, &c. and by being in, 
Him ; He that hath the Son hath Life; No Lite our of Him ; My Beloved 7s 
Mine, and Tam His; So Chriſt unites the Soul to Himſclf, / am Hrs ; He 
the Brideeroom hath the Bride. 

Al! theſe Expreſſions of Scripture firmly afſure us, Our Title to the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt is Begun, - Continued, Upheld by Union ; For if his 
righteouſneſs could become ours wicthour Union, it might even, as Origi- 
onal righteouſneſs given from and by the Eternal Word, The L:2bt that 
Lighteth every Man that cometh into the World, be loſt, corrupted, and fail 
for ever, 

Ic may now be ſaid ; Faith is yet a great T hing in, and of it (elf; If ir 
can take hold of God, and of Chriſt, and of the righreoufneſs of God, and of 
Chrift ; and unite All co the Soul by it ſelf, waar is like it in the whole 
World? 

T herefore, though I acknowlede All, that Scriptutce hath ſpoken by 
way of Commendation of Faith, Yet ( If I may (6 cxprels it ) I muſt 
humble Faub, eycn in this particular allo ; I come therctore to a Fifth 
Aﬀertion. 


Aſert. 5. Faith of it ſelf can no mote take hold of God, and of 
Chriſt, and of that Eternal righteauſz:ſs, then an! of us can ſpan the whole: 
Heayen, or take the whole Heayca into our Hand : Fiih Receiving 
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God, and Chriſt, and uniting the Soul therewith, is only the reverſe, 
or return-Act, drawn out, excited by God, and Chriſt giving himſelf, 
and his Righteouſneſs to it : This is that, I poſitively Affirm ; That Faith 
hath no more power to take hold of God, and Chriſt, then, as 1 ſaid, any 
of us can take that great Globe of the Sun iqto,our Hands : But God gives 
himſelf, and Jeſus Chriſt gives himſelf by a Free, and Abſolute Will ; 
And when he gives himſelf, he draws out from, and by himſelf ſich 
a Turn of the Soul back upon him by Faith ; and fo cauſes the Soul to 
ewiſt about him 3 This laying Hold upon Him, this Leaning upon Him, 
and rolling of our ſelves upon him , lr is ſo far like the Sun, calling our 
the Motiens of the Eyc, to twiſt about, and 'to Unite with the Light + 
Only the Sun hath not made, and Prepared the Eye, as God Cas thal! 
be ſhewn ) and Chriſt have Created, and Prepared Faith, 

Tho therefore there is this Propoſition of the Goſpel, every where 
held out ; FPhoever believes, ſhall not Periſh, but have Eternal Life. Alas, 
Men do no more ſir at ir , Men do no moreſtir at it to true ſaving faith, 
than a Stone flics upto the Sun, becauſe the Sun ſhines -upon it with its 
Beams: When God draws near and gives Chriſt, and Chriſt draws 
near, and gives himſelf , Then the Soul is drawn out co Chritt; when 
it feels the Coming,and Approach of Chriſt, Then ic turns towards him; 
It catches about him, and begins to ſay, my Lor1, and my Ged ;, as Thomas 
did, when he put his Finger into the Wounds of Chriſt: This we ſhou'd 
ſcriouſly conſider, For if any of our Souls have been drawn to Cliriſt , 
Know they had forever lain ſtill, and ſunk as a Stone, and Lead, if he 
had not come and given himſelf. 

For the Eſtabliſhing this Truth upon ſolid Scripture Argument, muſt 
recal that Principle, That when Scripcure hath Attribated the great ef- 
fes of our Salvation to the Supreme Canſe; whatever Propriety, Inter- 
eſt, and Iofluence ir ſo Aſcribes, Any Afſigoation ir makes after to any * 
Lower or Subordinate Cauſe, T he Propricty of the Supreme Caule is al- 
ways reſery'd to it. 

' Now 1 Cor. 1. 30. It isexpreſly ſaid, He are of God in Chriſt Feſus,who of 
God is made to us Wiſdom, Righteouſn:ſs, Santtification, Redemption ; It is moſt 
Evident, here are all the Golden Links of our Salvation, even from Firſt 
to laſt : from Vocation, or calling toGlory ; in which calling are includ - 
ed all theſe Initial Graces of Converſion, faith, repentance; And all theſe 
One, as well, and as much, as another, Chriſt is made to us, And we 
do not make him ſo our ſelves, but God makes him ſo; and he makes 
him ſo , becauſe we are of him, the Father by Fore-knowledg, by Original Elett- 
ion, Predeſtination + This is then fo afferted to God, and Chriſt, the Su- 

remes of our Salvation, It can never be Derogatcd, or Detracted from 
Him: $5 that if there were no other Scriprure, This Afures this ſo great 
Propoſition; But how many Scriptures ſpeak the ſame ; 7 will cauſe him, 
Viz, whom 1 chooſe, as Plal. G65. 4- ſaith our God, to approach to me, viz. By 
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Faich, and he ſha!l Approach to. me ; God is the otiginal Cauſe of Ap. 
proach to himſelf by Faith ; and yer the Effe& being vetted in the Soul 
it (glf, he preſently ſays, who 7s this that hath engag'd hus Hzart to approach to 
me, prongs 30.21, No Max (faith Chriſt) can come to m?, except the Father, 
which ſent me draw him. Faith ts the gift of God, ſaith the Apoltle, Epheſ. 2. John 6 
2 Thej.1.11.God fulfills the good pleaſure of his Grace, and the work of Fauth with 44- 
Power ;, who hath ſav:d us, aad called us with a Holy Calling, nit according ts 
works of righteouſneſs, we have done : Of Chriſt it is ſaid, Draw me, we will run g4 | 
after thee ; He Apprehends us in all our Apprebendings tim : The grace of cur Py; ja ' 
Lerd was Abundant in faith, and Love which are in Chriſt J-ſas. He is the Au | of) 
thir, and Finiſher of our faith ; We obtain by Divine Lot, the like precious | Fl 
faith of all the Elef of God, according to the righteouſneſs of God, aud vur Sa- py,z, | 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. The Spirit ſtrengthens us in the Inner Man, that Chrit may , 
dwell in our Hearts by fauh, 1 went down to the garden, &c. viz, To wait , py |, 
upon Chriſt in his Truths and Influences of gracez and my Soul knzw*no- mo, 1 
thing of it before, or at the very Time, fo as to bz the Caule ;.and yet on * 
the iudden Tauched by Chriſt, and his Spirit, My Heart made me as the 
Chariots of Aminadab. Can. 6. ulc. 

- All theſe, and innumerable more ſugh Scriptures are certain proofs, 
that Faith its great Efficacy, and Pexwer of Uniting to Chrilt is by - Ghriſt 
the Father, and the Spirit Uniting Chritt co the Soul, and the Soul to 
Chriſt : Ic isthe Priat of his Rightcouſnels, and pardoning Grace upan it ; 
Ic is the Kiſs of bis Math that leaves the impreſhon upon the Heart, 

And as Chriſt begins, ſa he upholds the Union; Our Paralit'ck Paliied 
faith would loſe that Pearl of ſo great Pric:, would ſoon elſe let tim go: 
But he continues his own giſt, and nothing can Palſy, (as ] may fo ſpeak) 
his Lowe z Having Loved bis opn, be loves them t2 the end, as we find, John 13, 
T his isthat $>llzmn Record of the grace of Chrit, when he was about 
to l-avethe World the Invariablenels of his Love tothem he hath Loved 
and given bimſelf furzand yet we may fee what an own T hey weregto whom 
h2 rſt ſpoke of this; when Chriſt was juſt about to Dye, they all for ſeck 
him, a1d Fled ; (o that had it depznded upon their holding Chriſt, they 
had cercainly loſt him ; And Peter, who -preteaded highelt, muſt. thame- 
fally Deaycd him, even with an Oath: tut lic he}d chemfaſt, and Peter, 
as it were, Faſteſt, as moſt in Danger, ; F.-, faith heto atm particularly, / 
hays Prayed for thee, that thy Faith failnu, How cvident 1s ity, All is in Chi ite; 
and, that who have him once, would verien T houltand Þ imecs let him po ! 
This i; a plain proof concerning Perſ:vering Faith : And concerning 
Firſt B:lieving, the Converſions of Matther, Zacch.us, and Pal are a- 
bve Exception 2 And Pail Exprefly ſays, He was a Pattern, how Grace 
works; that we tay not think thele Examples are, I ranſceadents, and nor 
to be brought into general Proofs And thus I bave beea more lar. e in 
thoſe Aﬀſertions up2n which the Hinge of the Loctrinc of Zuizifitativn 
Turas. I ſhall be moce brict in what Remain wAMRY 
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*Afert. 6. I come therefore new to the Sixth Aſſertion, T hat there is 
yct an abloiute Neceſtity in the Wiſdom, and Grace of God ; Therc 
ry be in every Soul tro whom Chriſt gives Himſelf this Grace of 

aith, © 
And indeed there had hever been ſuch a Notion, or Sound in the 
World, as that of Faith z lf ir had not been for Chritt, it there had not 
pcen a Mediator given. 

_Faich is 1n every T hing proportion'd, and fitted*to the Werld to Come 
oi the Mediator ; For as the Light of the firſt Kational Underſtanding 
( as 1 ſaid betore ) by the Light that lighteth every Man that cometh into the 
Worid, was proportioned to the Fir(t Creation ; So the Light of Faith is 
proportioned to the New Creation ; Take therefore Faith in whatever No- 
Lion it can betaken, Irs Eye is upon the Mediator , even as the Eve upon 
the Light; and Chrilt, is picaſed ro bear a Reiſpe, and Relation to 
Faith, as a Grace peculiarly in his Fayour ; For it we rake Faith, as it is 
che Aﬀent tg Divine Revelation Faith hath Relation to Chriſt, and Chriſt to 
Faith, as He is the Word of God, the Truth, the Son of the Father in Truth ; 
and even All Natural Iruth comes un:lcr Chriſt, and ſo under Faith , 
'T hat Great Natural Truth, the Truth of the Peing of a God, a Truth 
of the very firſt Magnitude comes under the Revelation of Chriſt ; No 
Man hath ſzen God at any Time ; *The Son, that lay in the Boſom of the Father, 
He hath revealed Him ;, So it comes under Faith, He that cometh to God muſt 
Believe He is, However it, may be Demonſtrated by Reaton, and to Rea- 
ſon ; yet it cannot be truly underitood, but by Faith; So, that the World 
was made, 1s underſtood by Faith, however demonſtrabl: by Reaſon, Heb. 
11. 5+ 3. 6. And thus all other Truths, whatever Natural Light there 
may be concerning them, yet in Chriit alonz are now hid all the Trea- 
ſures of Wiſdom, and Knowledge ; and we are compleat in Him, having 
Chriſt,we have All T ruth. 

Take Faith, as Truſt, Reliance, and Dependance, Jeſus Chriſt is the 
Center of All the Good, we can dcfire; even all Temporal Mercies, fo 
far, as they are Good, they arc given iny and with Him ; All Promiſes 
are Yea, and Amen in Him; All the Great Things above the Courſe of 
general Providence, Faith obtained Them by Chriſt ; Ti Saints of old 
obrained Promiſes by Faith in Corijt ; They Trufed, and were Delivered. 
How much more, whatever pertains to Erernai Salvation Cumes in by 
Tefus © hrift Alone, who is The Life, the True God, and Eternal Life ; Faith 
thercfore ſeeth the Son, as the Eternal Life, who was with the Father, and 
was manifeſted by the Goſpel, And as Faith is the Principle of Holy ARi- 
on, and implies Obedience or Perfwalibleneſs to the Holy Counſels and 
CommanGcmegts given us; (as the Apoltle Calls it the Obedience of 
Fiith,) Faith | mk the Mediator, as the Author, and Finiſher of all Holy 
Aftion; Þc is our Santtijication, we are Created in 7ejus Chriſt to Good 
\Yorks; He i5 cur way tn regard of Holincfs, cyen the Truc Gofpel H4- 
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lineſs, brought in by the Mediator ; far Tranſcendent to the Firſt Legal 
Helinefs in many Principal Points of Union, and Reſignation,to increaced 
Holineſs; Union, and Communion with it, by Jeſus Chriſt ; Many In- 
ſtagces of which we find, Hb. 11. beyond the compaſs of a Legal Holi- 
neſs ; In every Thiag therefore we may by due Conſideration, and At- 
rention, find the clole Relation the Mediator hath to Faith, and Faith to 
the Mediator,throughourt the Scripture; Yet fo, that Faiths Part is only to 
ewiſt and twine about the mighty Salvation of Chriſt, to depend, and to 
reccive, and indeed, to be enabled to receive the great Gift of Chriſt, and 
his Righteouſneſs ; its only Wiſdom, like that little Thing in the Poverbs, is 
to Tate bold with its Hands, and be in the Palace f the King, Jehovah our 
righteouſneſs, in the midſt of all che Uurighteouſnefs, Guilt, and Impu- 
rity that compaſles it about, as in us; in the midſt of all ics own weak- 
neſs; For when we are kept by the mighty Power of God, though through 
Foith unto Salvation, what a Cypher is Faith, only by the mighty Power 
of God, ſet before it, and giving it value 2? 

Bur yet, though our All in All be in God, and Chriſt, and not in 


Faith itſelf; yer Faith is in the wiſe Ordination of God, of a clear Gof- 
pel Neccſlicy, on theſe Four Accounts. 


I. That there may be a Manifeſtation of the Love, and Grace of God in 
Jeſus Chriſt, Now as God was pleaſcd for the Manifeitation of the infinite 
Perfettions of his own Being, to create an Univerſe, bearing che lrapreſſi- 
ons of his infinite Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Power, Greatneſs: But chere 
had been no Manifeſtation oug of Himſelf, if there had not been an Ema- 
nation of Underſtanding, Wiſdom, Reaſon, from Himſclf, and veſted 
in the intelicQual Creation of Angels, and Men ; There was therefore a 
Necethity of ſuch a Divine Light to be Communicated, and Implaited #3 thoje 
Two Orders of the Creation, or there could be no Mani/eflation; for neither 
Stones, or Plants, or Brutes, nay, not the Sun, or Moon, or Stars, 
could lift up themſclyes to receive this Explanation of the Divine Being 3 
or take it in, to return it back in Love and Obedience, in Praiſe and Adora- 
no; Andeven thus the Love and Grace of Gad in Chrift, had been concealed : 
If Ged in Chriſt had nog given that Humble, Holy, Spiritual Underſtanding, 
which Scripture iyles Faith; for the intelleual Power of Reatoa firit 
Implanted in Men, could not have received ic, without the bigber Light, 
and inward ljuminacion of Faith, in this dark and fallen State, where- 
in the Man of Senſe, receives not the Things of God, beceuſe thty ars Spiritu- 
ally diſcern'd: And even as Angels tearn by the Church, and pry into Goſpe! Myſte- 
ries; So They have as lo holy and humble Spirits Communications of the 
Light and Grace of Faith from God and Chriſt concerning Them. 

2. There had been without Faith, no inward Senſe cr feeling of tais 
Grace, and Lout, and Salvation of Jeſus Chriſt ; with that inward Delight, 

2y, end Conlolation, riling from the ſenſe of this Love of God in Chrilt 


2CO 


and the Love of the Lord Jeſrs Chriſt ; For the Apoſtle ſpeaks it an Effet 
of Faith to Comprehend with all Saints the height and depth, the breadth and 
length, and to know the Love of Chriſt, that paſeth Knowledge. 

As therefore the Salvation of Chriſt 1s not the Salvation of Brutes, 
inſenſibls Beinos, or that have not the Reſentments of Reaſon; This we 
All caſily acxnowledge ; but according to the Senſe of Scripture, A Man 
of Soul, in this falica State, cannot Receive the Myſteries of Salvation by 
Chriſt, any more to the Great End, and purpoſe of Salvation, then Brutes 
can receive the Diſcourſes or Arguments of Reaſon : There is therefore a 
Neceftity of Faith, that the Salvatien of Chriſt may be taken in by Spiritual Sen- 
ſations, or Perceivings ; But yet this does no: give any other I itle to Faich 
ro challenge Chriſt, or deſcerye Him» than the Eye hath Title to the 
Light, or the Sun, although the Goodnels and Wiſdom of the Creator 
kath firzed the One to the Other ; Even ſo the Eternal Wiidom and 
Grace of God, in and through Chriſt ; and the Love and Grace of the Lard 
Jeſus Chriſt hath fitted Faith to the Redemption of Chriſt ; But this Redem- 
prion is infiaitely more above Faith, then the Light is above the Eye 
Beſides that, the Redemption of Chriſt 3s the Supreme Cauſe of Faith; which 
the Sun or Light is not of the Eye, as was before ſaid. 

2. Therefore Faith is of ai abſolute Goſpel- neceſſuy, becauſe the Wiſ- 
dom, Holineſs, and Grace of God in Jeſus Chriſt, hath appointed it as 
that reflex, returning AC of the Soul, whereby Jeſus Chriſt and bzs Righ- 
teouſneſs are received ; and fo the Believer is juffified before God, in full, and 
'aual ſenſc; even as, when we ſay in commor. Language, An Eſtate 
that was before Purchaſed, and the Price of the Purchaſe fatizhed, It is ta- 
ken into Poſſeſhon by the Purchaſer, and Eivery and Seifin viven ; T his 
may enlighten the Point, Although Chrift and his Righteouſneſs be tree 
Gift, without Money, and without Price; or as when an Inheritance 
freely given to any Perſon, or to an Adopted Son is limited, as to the 
Time of its being veſted in Him, Till ſuch an AR of Judgment, Un+ 
derſtanding, and free Conſent be performed by Him :; And yer even 
here Free Grace Excells, becauſe It Enables to this Free Ad of Judgment , 
Underſtanding, and Conſent, we call Faith, and even That is Free Gift ; or 
as when in Marriage a Perſonage of high Eſtate, and Dignity takes ro 
Himſelf a Perſon of a very mean, poor and dcipicable Condition, and 
no way worthy ; He eyen Imprints upon Her the Belief of his ſincere 
latention, and rogerher with it elicits and draws out the Returns of lelf 
Reſignation, and Conſentz which are no way either procuring, or de- 
ſerving the Grace vouchſated, but conſequent and dependent upon it, 
and yec abſolurely necefary for the Enjoy ment of the Conjugal State, and 
without which Ic cannot be Conſummate. Or laltly, as a withered or 
dead Mz: mber does not by being healed, and reſtor'd to Senſe call down 
by any Virtues of its own, the Spirits, and Life deriv'd from the Head, 
bur oaly Recciycs Them, and muſt hayc a ficnels of Reception thar Ic 


- may Receive thoſe Spirits coming down, and circulating through the Bo® 
dy; which very fitneſs, whateyer outward or ſubordinate means ard 
uſcd, is eſpecially wrought by the continual Efſays of the Head for 
the Reſtorivg it; And were It a Head of ſuch Vertue, and Power, as 
Chriſt is, It would, when it ſaw fit, make a Reſtoration of that Member, 
and in the mean time ſecure it againſt utter periſhing, or being loſt ; 
All theſe are but very faint and half Thades of fo great a Truth and the 
Grace of it, as theſe Things are in Chrif. 

For Jeſus Chrift, as the Head of the Eleion of God, cannot but bear 
the Relation of a Head to Them; who are by Nature (obſcrye that by 
Nature ) Childrea of Wrath, even as others ; bur fo the Sake of that Eternal 
Love of Election in Jeſus Chriſt Beloved ; Now therefore at the due Time, 
God in, and by the Lord Jeſus Chrit draws nigh, and makes his 
Approach to their Souls, and by Almighty Atts of Love, and Grace from 
Hamfelf, through the Redemption of Jeſus Chrijt, and by the mighty Operati- 
ons of his Spirit : And in moſt particular manner 7eſus Chrift the Brides 
Groom ſalutes their Souls (if I may ſo ſpeak) as his own, and by that 
very Kiſs of bis Mouth on their Hearts Imprints that Faith upon T hem, 
that is ſo neceſſary in a Being of Mind, Underſtanding, Will, and Aﬀedion 
to Effet a Return in Them ſuitable ro His Grace, by Receiving, Apply- 
ing, Claſping about Chriſt, Embracing Him, and His Rightecuſneſs, and 
Redemption. / 

And in Relation to All the Yeſels of Mercy, Till This is done, there 
is a conſtant Eye of Grace upon Them; That They ſhall not run into the 
unpardonable Sia, however They may come near it; So Paul did by his 
being Injurious, vEzions, the very word uſed for that unpardonable Sin, 
Heb, 10. Doing deſpite to the Spirit of Grace ; on which He calls Himſelf the 
Chief of Sinners, viz. Saved Sinners; yet God ſecured from it That Choſen 
Veſſel of Grace, He did it ignorantly, and in Unbelief : There is alſo a Guard 
upan T hem, .that They ſhall not continue longer in Sin, then the Parti- 
ence, and Long-ſufftering of God hath determiged ro bear Them ; of 
which Pau! a:fo is an Example 3 T hat They ſhall not fill up a meaſure of 
Sin beyond that Example of Long-ſffering in the Apoſtle Paul ; that is to 
ſuch, a Meaſure char God will not Pardon, 


Th::s far I haye Endeavyoured to ſhew the Neceſſity of Faith, and the 
abſolute Conlifter:cy of that Neceffity with the frecnels of Grace : Butbefore 
I pzſs from this Pvint, I would turther argue the Neceſſity of Faith un- 
der the Supremacy of Grace, with reterence to the Full Aſurance of Faith 
intimated by our Lord in the Science, or Full Knowing, and Sure Know- 


ing. 

Fence Ariſes a Four-fold Plerophory, or Full Afſurance of Fatth ,, each of 
Them of greateſt Importance to the State of Believers in the low Vale, 
whetcin we Are, And though it is ow to be bewail'd, fo few _ 

2 the 


the falling their Sails with theſe Gales from Heaven z yet there is a degree 
, of Aſſurance, even of this Four-fold Aſſurance is AF True Faith , The Spi- 
rit of God hath therefore been pleaſed to take Delight in Words, that 
{ignific a Fulneſs in cach of the Four; and in Three of the Four, that 
to ;- <a Plerophary;, And All thele depend on Supreme Grace, as 
wel nd, 


S 

1. The Firſt is the Plerophoryy or Full Aſurance of Underſtanding ; 
Coloff. 2. 3. : : 

2. The Plzrophory, or Full Afurance of Faith in the Purity, and Peace 
of Conſciznce, through Pardon of Sin in the Blood of Chriſt, Heb. 10. 22. 

3. the Plerophory, or Full Aſſurance of Hope concerning the Bleſſedneſs of 
Eternity, Fleb. 6. 115 

4. The Fall Stream of the Ation of Faith, or the Work of Faith with 
Poper at its full Tide, 2 Theſ. 1, 11, 12. 


Now how neceſſary each of theſe is to the State of a Chriſtias in this 


World, will ealily appear on a brief Conſideration of cycry one in par- 
ticular, 


+ Chriſt, Anfwering what our Lord here wk They have known ſurely, that 


Chriſtianity, and T hoſe cfpecially, wherein we have to do with God in 


that Believe; Lera open 1h0u my yes, tat 1 may benoid the FYonders of It 
Truth, 

Now although Chriſtians are generally below this Elevation of Aſus 
rance of Underitanding, yet every True Believer hath certainly this degree of 
Aſſurance, T hat He would ner Loſe nor Exchange Any of cc preczous 
Truths sf the Goſpel for all the World; and eſpecially concerning God ani 
Chriſt; Saying with that Apoſtle, To whom ſhould we go, but to Thee ? 
Thou haſt the Words of Eternal Life; They Buy the Truth, as Sclamn 
Counſels, like the Pearl of Great Price, and wul not fell ir at any Rate, 
though They are branded never fo much, as obſtinate Hereticks; as the 
Martyrs in Queen Marys Days, and the Sufferecs ſince for Things yogued 
for Indifferents, and al: from the Power of this Plerophory of Underſtanding. 
It is True, This may be Counterfeited by Satans Martyrs ſufiering even 
to Death tor Faſhood ; Bur ic is no diſparagement to True Pear!, that 
It hath irs Counterteits. 

2, The fi! Aſſurance from Faith in Purgation from inward Guilt, Sprink- 
ling the Heart from an Ewl Conſcience, and waſhing the Body or whole Perſon as 
with pure Hater ; To hear the Blood of Sprink/ing Geakine for us in Heaven, and 
within our own Souls, better Things then that of Abel. This opens to the 
greateſt Joy. Being Juſtified by Faith, we have Peace with God through ours 
Lerd Jeſus Chriſt, and Rejvyce in hope of the Glory of God, Hereby inthe ve- 
ry Agonies of Leath, the Sainrs have been 1n Triumph; fecing neither 
Life nor Death, Things Preſent, nor to Come, Nor any «ther Creature ſhall fe- 
parate from the Love of God in Jeſus Chriſt ; 1 he Spirit of Adcytion cryes in Be- 
lievers, Abba Father, This is the Purification of the Heart by Faith , and 
the Spirit Witneſſing to our Spirits, we are the Sons of God through Faith in Fe- 
ſus Cri 

Oh! how neceſſary is this io the Comfort of Chriſtzans, who are ſo often 
under Fears, and Surpriza's from ſenſe of Guilt, Horror of the Wrath 
of God, the Acculations of Cenſcicnce, edg'd and pointed by the Malice 
of Satan, and the Fears aud Terrors ariting from outward Afflitions ! 
But All theſe fiery Dorts are guencied upon the Shneld of Faith, 

Bur oh! how much Reaſon have we All ro cry out in this regard, 0 
Lord Increaſe my Faith! + are either under Security and Preſumption, 
or in Anguiſh and P-rplexity on theſe Accounts z It is the /Wohty Power 
ef God through Faith in 15+ Eloo.! of Chrift, that take: away that flavil tear, 
and givesthat True f-irt and wel! counrm'd Conhdence through ihe Blocd 
of Jeſus, and to be able tg Enter into he Holyeſt, that mtbin the Veil, the 
Divine Preſence, And though we ray weil cry ous herein, On! Ie of 


lutle Faith ; Yet the True Belicyrr will nor forfake his hoid, crying cur 
ro God, Tb ag L L 20 fray Fat 9 } Piet 7 Traji n Thee. 2 gn 

3. The fuſ 4 wance of Hope concerning the Eternal Condition ; Fleſh 
and Bleed are ready io {ay 5 VW hat 15:here rw another World ? Who bath 
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ſcience 1s ready to cry out, Who ſhall ze down in the devouring Fire» Who 
ſhall dwell rith Everlaſting Burnings ? Either we are rcady to think, there 
is no State beyond this, but our Souls vaniſh, as the ſoft Air, as the Sen- 
ſualiſts ſpeak ; or we are under Fears, and Horrors concerning itz but 
oy Faith we hive good Hope through Grace, we are begotten again to a lively 
Hope by the Reſurrettion of Chriſt oy the Dead; a Hope, that makes not «ſhamed, 
Through the Love of God ſhed abroad in the Heart, we Rejoyce in Hope of the 
Glory of God. This full Aſſurance of Hope unto the End is borne up by Faith, 
the Ev1lence of Things not ſeen, the very Preſence of Tings Heped for , For 
hereby we behold the King in his Beauty, and ſee the Land that zs very far off: 
But in A'l this, the Lord Jelus Chriſt is He, that ſuſtains che whole 
Weight; Chriſt in us ( as the Apoſtle ſays) the hope of Glory, Colof, 1. 20, 

On! how mfch are All at an under in this Point alſo? Yer ſtil] there is 
that Confidcnce in a Chriſtian, that He will by no means caſt away, nor 
Exchange the Hopes, He has for the greate't Enjoymzntrs of this World 

but ſays continually, Hat 7s a Man profitcd, if He gain the whole VWoold, and 
lofe bis own Seul> Or what ſhall a Man give in Exchange ? He looks not at the 
Things ſeen. that ate but for a Momerſ#, but not ſeen, which are Eternal, 

And as this Hope Extends it ſeif, eſpecially as to Eternity, and the 
Things not ſeen, for which this Grace is peculiarly prepared , For zh.t a 
Mas feeth, Why doth he yet bope for? So it hath a Relation to all che Mer- 
cics, and Supports neccflary to the preſent State 3 of which a Man hath 
an Afurance only, as They are neceſſary in Relation to Eteraity ; But 
yet there is Hope, as to every particular _—_ Faith in the 
* Covenant of Grace, ordered in All Tiings, even to the leaſt Thing, and ſure 
that is good for us; And the beft Mcthod, and Argument of moving 
God is by cloſe Application ro Chriſt in his Blood, and Righteouſneſs ; 
and through the Interccſhon of that great High Prieſt, a High Prieſt, not 
that canncty, but that can be Touched with the feeling of our Infirmities, that 
1goo= there may be a * beautiful ſ-oſen'd Heip vouchiafed ; Bur yet becauſe God 
4, may over-Rule, what icems Evil in tacſe I hings, or whatever abſence, 
' or want of what ſeems good to our greatcſt Jntereſt for Eternity , we can- 
not have abſolute Aſſurance, but only good Hope through Grace, in theſe 
Things ; Except in any Caſe, wherein God gives even miraculous Faith, 
as to his Servants of old, when the Eff:& certainly tollowed : And fo if 
God gives it to any of his Servants now in any Caſe, the Efte&t ſhall fol- 
= with certainty z and All through the Mediation of our Lord Jeſus 

brit. 

4 The full Tyde cf Holy Aftion riſing from ful! Aſſurance of Faith, as 
the Apoſtle, 2 Theſ. x, 11, calls it the Full, , or fulfilled Work of Faith ; and 
fo, Heb.c.11. 1. being about to give a Catalogs of the great Atfions of 
Faith, He firſt gives che Deſcription of Paith, that it is the Hypoſtaſts, end 
Elenchus ; a (elt ſubliſting Argument, and Demonſtration of Things not 
feen, and beped for ; thereby -intimating, T nat the Grandeur of -_ 
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Afi riſes according to the full Aſſurance of Faith. Faith therefore, eyen 
Faith whereby we are juſtified, is the great Principle of Hcly Action; even 
from firſt to laſt, as we may comprehend by reducing the kinds of Faiths 
Action to theſe four Heads. 


1. Thoſe firſt Ations of Faith upon the Perſon of Chriſt, believing 
Him to have come forth from God, as the great Mediator, and that All Things, 
whatſoever the Father bath glen him, are of the Father; and therefore Re- 
ceiving Him, Uniting ro Him, Receiving the Redemption, and Kighte- 
oaſneſs of Chriſt; and in whatever Faith is deag, and unaQtive, here way the 
firſt deadly defett of it; and from failing here, it fails ever aftg®; For 
Or gives Himſelf, bur He always gives a living Faith roggecive 

imſelt by, , 

2. The AQtions of Faith reaRing moſt immediately from the taking 
of Chriſt, that may be reſembled by Moſes his keeping the Paſſover, and by 
Abrahams offering Iſaac; Both ſo great Repreſentations of the Death of 
Chrilt; which laft I the rather mention, becaulc it is that AT of Faith, in 
which che Apoſtle James inſtances the Operation of faith, as hazing fo 
cloſe an Alliance with faith ; as through the Death, and Blood of Chriſt 
Applied by ir, we are juſtified, That He even betorc bis Eyes ſaw Chriit 
evidently ſet forth, given by t''e Father, and his Soul made an Offering for 
Sin, in that very Command of God to Him ; Such are All the Actings of 
faith by continual Recojyrſe to, and Application of the Soul to Chriſt, and 
to his Redemption ; PrYer in and through his Sacrifice, and Interceſhon z 
Reliance upon Him in all Enceccourſe with God ; Dying in and by Jeſas, 
when we go our of this World. 

3. Thoſe Heroic, and Extraordinary Aﬀts of faith out of all the Reach, 
and Compals of the daily Obcdience of the Servants of Gud ; As Abra- 
hams Offering Iſaac, and Rababs ſending the Spyes away in Peace; Ether, and 
both of which Aftions were ſupperced only by faith in Jeſus C briſt, as ha- 
ving founded the whole World to come ahove all the Rules, and Laws of the juſt 
Creation ; even ſuch as thoſe, the Goſpel calls tor ; Self denya!, hatred of 
Father, Mother, and even our own Life for Chriſts ſake ; Like M:ſ-s's refuſing 
to be xalled the Son of Pharavhs Dauzhter, Againit which Retulal, how mas» 
ny plauſible Pretences ſhould we have tound, what ſpectous Argi:1ments 
for 1t,as ſervice to, protzRions of, Advantages of having ſecured the People 
of God, art that Time, oppreſſed ſrae! * Bur faith feeches ics Compats 
far beyond a!l our ordinary Geometry, ( if it may be! fo expretis'd ) be- 
yond our Lines, and Rules of Aﬀtion, and ſelf Preſervation, when ir is 
ſo called out by God, and Chriſt ; Fer though it is Trac, The h:it Erer- 
nal Law of Rightecyſneſs would have obliged Man to receive AJI God Kee 
vealed, and co have obeyed all his Commauds; yet fuch Reyclatious and 
Comiaaads are All in Chrilt. 


(32) ; 
4. All the general and conſtant Aﬀts of Obedicnce to the Holy Com- 
mands, given to us in the Word of God, which may be moſt juſtly at- 
tributed to Faich, as receiving new Spirir, new Power, a new Principle 


of Obedicnce from ity called therefore newneſs of Life, and ſerving in newneſs 
of Sperit 

All chefe are properly the Aﬀings of juſtifying Faith, as being deriy'd by 
It from the Sacrifrce, Pyrchafe, and Redemption of Chrijt, rhrough and by 
his Sprit, who gaze Himſelf for us, that He might Redeem 1 from All In- 
gun ana purcoofe to himpelfea peculiar People, yealous of good Works; and 
wh# fath Redeemed from that warn "for. Be that gocs as Tra:/ition up 
an _—_ the World ; withou which parchaſe All good Works had 
ccalcd tor cycr, evcn as 'n the condemad VV orld. 


> As waſhed by Faith in the Blood of Chri from that Native Corruption, 
- —— and pollute Them with, evca in our beſt Performances of 

em, 

3. As they are ia their many and great /nperfedtions, and wantings, that 
cannot be otherwiſe Nambred, or ſupply:4 otherwiſe, made up by the 
Perfe&ion of the Holin:ſs, Righteouſneſs, and Obedience of Chriſt Jeſus, ap- 
prehended and applied by Faith, which I underſtand to be that Lay of the 
Spirte of Life in Chriſt Feſus, ſetting ſree from the Law of Sin, an4 Death ; and 
the Righteouſneſs of the Law fulfilled in us, walking not after the Fleſh, but | 1 
ter the Spirit ; Married to this Husband, Riſen from the Deal into the Perfe#t- 
on of Holineſs we bring forth that Fruit to Gsd, which elſe would be unto 
Death ; Thus Chriſt is our Sanfification : For chough indeed imputed Ho- 
lineſs is not to be ſo much, as intimated unto the denying Iaherent Holz- 
neſs, even as Inherent Righteouſneſs is not removed by Imputed, but Ic is 
ſtill True 3 He that doth Righteouſneſs is Righteous, even as he ts Righteous, 
Yer in the Senſe of Aſcribing the whole Acceptance and PerfeCtion of our 
Righteouſneſs, and Holineſs to Chrif, It is True Goſpel Dottrine, 
4+ As Saints by Faith apprchending Chriſt for the PerfeQion of that 
Stare of the Reſurrettion of the Dead, which Spirits eater into by way of An- 
ticipation through Grace-in Chrif#, before the Railing the Body in Glory ; 
They find Themſelves, as the Apoſtle ſaith, Apprebened by Chriſt, for 
that very State, which They then fo carneſtly defire co Apprebend, and 
ſo Receive the End of their Faith, the Salvation of their Sou's. 

Having now fer out the whole Attion of Faith 19 the {r-c!t diſplay, I 
conld attain, I will make a brief Refiction upan ic, aid endeavour to 
Rare the great difference between the Aion of faith, as it is tizat cloſe, and 

recife Aftion of the Soul, drawn out by Chriſt, giving Himſelf to the 
oul ; and the Soal Receiviag, Embracing, Depending upon Him 
giving Himſelf, bis Redempuion, and his Richeooafeeſ? to itz; which isthe cn 
iy True Gonfidcration of Faith, as Faith by which. we age 
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And then in a farther Conſideration, the Aion of Faith, as It is engaged 
in any derivative, and conſequential Fruits of Faith , Which however 
they juſtifie Faith in that Firſt Aft to be True, Living Faith, and ſo juſti- 
he the Believer to be a True Believer , becauſe They are more vilible to the 
Eye of Conſcience within, and of Human Judgment without ; Yet cannor 
be enticuled to the Juſtification q the Perſon, as the Firſt A of Faith Re- 
cclying Chriſt ; which becauſe It rakes immediately the -y pong of 
Chriſt, and does nothing elſe, but Receive ; even as Chriſt by the Pow- 
cr of that Righteouſneſs enables ir to Receive z and that Ic cakes nothing 
off from the Redemption and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, which alone Juſtifes , 
Therefore lr is ſaid to be Faith, by which we are Zuſtifled ; Therefore ir 
hath the Honour from Chri& to be called Faith, by which we are 7uſt:- 
fied ; becauſe Ir is enabled by Chriſt only, and not by any Power of or 
in it ſelf to hold in ics Hand, that Righteouſneſs of Chriſt given to it by 
Him wich Himſelf, and which alone Juſſifies ; and fo Ir cakes nothing 
from Chriſt, bur aſcribes All ro him ; and fo It honouring Chriſt is ho- 
noured by Him in this very A of Recciving and Depending ; Eur now 
in other Ats, Faith looking and ating from Chritt, and not co Him, 
but on other Objects, however by a Power from Chrit, and Returning 
-the Glory art laſt ro Him; yet being concern'd otherwiſe, then with 
Chriſt, 1t Faith ſhould be ſaid ro be That, whereby we arc Zuffified in 
Relation to ſuch As not immediately Receiving Chriſt, Ihe Glory 
o_ Taken from © hriſt, and giyen to theſe Altsof Fazth, as tur Ikea 
elves, 

Now the more to Explain and Illuſtrate this, 1 would by way of Allu- 
ſion and borrowing Light from ir, make uſe of a diſtinftion us'd by 
Learned and Orthodox Theologiſts in Repreſenting the Myſterious 
Adtings of the Father, the Word, and the Spirit berween 'T hemſelyes ; 
and their Aﬀtings outward from Themſelves rowards any Created Being ; 
The firlt they call Immanenrt As, Thoſe which are within the Divine 
Being in it ſelf, and are called Ations ad Intra; The Father Begetting, 
and Knowing the Sen, T he Son Begotton of, and Knowing the Father ; T he 
Spirit proceeding from the Father axd the Soft and ſearching the deep Thinzs of 
God : Now ia All theſe inward: Aﬀions of the Divine Being, to ad /utra 
or inward to it are fo infinitely and uu-utterably Dizine, that No Created 
Beeing can come within: Any Thought of Participaton, fo much as by 
Receiving any immediate -Effeft ; and Ir is bur very lictle, our Undet- 
ſtandings can Take in of Them, being Incomprehenfible, lnfinice, Uln- 
ſearchab'e, and Un-utterable. 

But the Trenjient Adions, or Thoſe ad Extra, the Afts outwards, the 


Creatures are the Obje&s, and Subjedts of T hem, and They arc Manite- 
{tarory of the Divine Being, and even of Thoſe Actions inward, fo tar 


that we may have fome humble and diltant Apprehenfions of I hem, and 
behold in ſume Degrees, rhe Glory of 1he Father, the Word, and the Spirit, ard 
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To borrow now ſome Light from bence in this Point of Faith in Chrift 
by which we are ſaid to be Juſtified : To borrow | fay ſome Light, For 1 
know, the diftance berween the one, and the other is inconceivable; The 
very Primary ARion of Fatth is that, by which the Lord Zeſus Takcs it, as 
into an Immanency with Himſelf, Encloſes and Enwraps it, and the 
Soul by it ſo into Himielf, as to be Partaker of bis Righteouſneſs to Jufti- 
fication; But the __ Ad&ions of the Grace, and Power of Chriſt by, and 
with Faith, having Reſpe& to Holineſs, and Santtification of Heart, and 
Life, and not having immediately to do with Chrif Himſelf arc ad Ex- 
tra, Or outward and manifeſt. bur cannot come into any Name of Ac- 
count, as to 7uftification of the Perſon inPoint of Righteouſneſs before God ; 
although in Regard of Manifeſtation, they juſtifie Faith xo be True, and 
the Believer to be a True Believer: In the firſt the Soul of the Belrever, and 
Faith in the Heart may be ſaid to ſtay within, and at Home with Chriſt ; 
Ia the latrer it go25 ont, and ſhews it ſelf by Works; as the Apoſtle Zames 
ſays, Pli ſhew thee my Faith by my Works, and, ſceſt Thou, how Faith wrought 
with bis Works ? 

Anſwerable hereunto, There are Truths of the Goſpel, that are, as with- 
our, to that Great Point of the Redemption of Chriſt ; b.1r low from it, and 
fo are, as it were without to the Point of Juſtification ; as may be made 
plain by fettinz Two Points of Scripture before us ; Both of which Faith 
takes in, and daily grows to an Aſſurance of z Burt in che One Faith ſtays, 
as it were, at Home within it ſelf, and with Chriſt in the Great Point of 
Redemption; In the other, It does as I may ſay, walk abroad, and ſhew 
it ſelf co it ſelf, and to others, 

As now in that Great Truthz That Jeſus Chriſt came into the World 
to Save Sinners, of whom every One may fay, 7 amchief ; So that He ſhed 
his Blood for Sinners, gave Himſelf a Sacrifice, and an Atronement for 
Them : Now when Faith Aftsupon Theſe, and ſuch like Truths, they 
are properly within, between Chriſt, and the Belieying Soul; Faith ts 
at Home with Chriſt, and with the Soal. 

But in other kinds of Truth, That whoever does not cut off bis Right 
Hand and Fort, and pull out his Right Eye, that is, their deareſt: Lufſts, ſoalt 
be caft into Hell, where their Worm dieth nat, and th:ir Fire is wt quenched , 
T hat, without Holineſs no Man ſball ſee the Lord , T hat, He who doeth Righ- 
re0aſneſs is Righteous, as He 1s Righteous ; All Theſe are indeed Grear 
Truths of Chriſt, and are always together with True Jultifying Faith ; 
wherein I deſire to be obſerved, and underſrood, and remembred, that 
no One may Himſelf take Offence, or mention, what I ſay, to give 
Offence to any other ; I ſay again therefore; Theſe Truths of Scripture 
are takeo in together, and are Embraced, and Received by that Faith 
whereby we are Juſtified ; Bur They are not -Thoſe, with which Faith. 
hath to do, when we are ſaid to be Juſtified by it; but Thoſe 
Truths we are upon, when we are -{o faid to d by it th 
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are even Thoſe, which immediately concern the Blood, Redewtption, Ex? 
zation of, and Reconciliation by Chrift ; and what All his Redemption 1s the 
Rodenorien of the Son of God ; That, All Things whatever the Father hath 
given Him in this Redemption are of the Father ; that the Words of this 
KR jon given to Believers are given firſt to Him of the Father ; That He 
came forth from the father, was ſent by Him to Redeem ; T hat as the Living Fa- 
ther ſent Him,” and He Lives by the Father ; So He that Eats bis Fleſh, and 
Drinks bis Blood, as a Feaſt on his Sacrifice, ſhall live by Him: In all Theſe 
Faith, and the Soul, are as in an Immanency wich Chriſt, and Theme 
ſelves, and as at Home. . 

But when Faith comes to thoſe other great Truths, that can never in- 
deed be ata diſtance from True Juſtifying, Savinz Fauth; It does not yers 
as It As upon Theſe, AR ſo, as that we are ſaid to be Juſtified by it ; 
Becauſe Theſe are outward from Chrift, his Righteonſneſs, and Redempti- 
on wherein our Pardon, Juſtification, and Righteouſneſs before God cons 
ſiſt ; although They flow in an undivided Stream from the Redemption of 
Chriſt; even as Creation, Providence, Redemption, Sanfification, Glorifi:ati- 
on do from the Father, the YYord, and the Spirit; yet they are not Thoſe 
Immanent Ads of the Divine Being within it (elf, ſpoke of before. 

And thus I have Endeavour'd to give ſome help to our Thought:, by 
that ſo allowed Diſtintion, and ſo neceflary for the UnderAanding the 
Myſtery of God, and the Father in the Eternal Word, or Son, and by the Spi- 
rit, and This *P againſt that Promiſcuous way of Diicourſing, as if 
becauſe, it is mo , T hat Love, Ovedience to Chriit, Mortificati- 
on of Luſts , Good Works are Infeparable from Faith, whereby we 
are ſaid to be Juſtificd, that therefore we are, as much ſaid to be Juaſti- 
fied by Faith, as it works by Love, ro Mortification, Sandification, as by tak- 
ing Hold of the Sacrifice, and Ranſom of Chriſt ; his Righteouſneſs, and 
Obedience, = ro it by Chriſt himſelf; or our Embracing the Truths 
leading to Holineſs, as thoſe that hold immediately the Righteouſneſs, 
Obedience, Death of Chriſt ; Remember always, there is an imma- 
nency with Chriſt Vouchſafed to the Belicving Soul, and of Faith wich 
ic ſelf in the One; a Tranſfiency from Chriſt, and his Righteouſneſs, 
and of Faith from, and out of it ſelf in the other : And of the Imma- 
pency, or Inwardaeſs of Fai:h to Chriſt, Ir is c5e Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks, 
when he ſays, We are Fuſtifed by Faith without the Works of the Law, But 
of Faith in its Power to paſs out of it (elf. ir.to Aﬀts ſuitable to the Ver- 
rue, and Life, wherewith it is impreznated from Chriſt, the Apoſtle 
James fperks, as hath been aircady ſhewn. 

And thus I have endeavour'd cvery way to Secure, and Fortify that 
principal Point of Juſtification from, and by .the Blood. Suffcrings, 
Sxcrifice of Jeſus Chrilt, clearing the way to the Imputation of his 
Righteouſneſs and Obedience to Juitificacion ; Ali-whkich. Chriſt gives to 
the Soul, together with, or rather principally giving himſelf, and ſo all 
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he Exables 
Att of Taking, Receiving, Embr ing, Unit- 

his Death, and Righteouſneſs ; and the ſtronger 
more 


of 07 bo be ſtranger will be the Reflex, the Lew Att of Receiving ; 
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_ Them ors Chriſt imprints upon che Soul, chat he isthe 
' wilt b 7 $2I% 
Hert. wo E 


d-luſtriouſly Manifeſt in 

TT. 
ſw one another in ali {| 
n 1s the preſent de- 


adjoyned hercunto. 


And now to Him, that is able to doexceegingly above All, that we 
can Ask, ar Think, ty a Power. that worketh in us; Even an us; To 
Hyn be Glory in his Churches, throughout All Ages. Amer. 


THE END. | $ 
Advertiſement. 
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